
Friday, April 7th

8:45-9:15 Light breakfast and opening remarks

9:15-10:55

11:05-12:45

12:45-2:15 Lunch

2:15-3:55

4:05-5:45

7:00-10:00 Workshop Dinner (Catch 122, 122 West Hastings)

the intellect and
its philosophical limits

Comments: Endre Begby (SFU)
Chair/Discussant: Anthony Nguyen (SFU)

Bjørn Ramberg (Oslo)
The Cost of Clarity

Comments: Lisa Doerksen (Toronto)
Chair/Discussant: Matt Maxwell (SFU)

Kirk Ludwig (Indiana)
Are There Limits on Intersubjective Understanding?

Philosophy Workshop

Comments: Owen Ware (SFU)
Chair/Discussant: Haley Brennan (SFU)

Ken Taylor (Stanford)
Charting the Landscape of Reason

Comments: Phil Hanson (SFU)
Chair/Discussant: Christopher Mole (UBC)

Herman Cappelen (Oslo)
Conceptual Fixed Points:
The Limits of Conceptual Revision?

Organized by Gurpreet Rattan (University of Toronto, SFU)

SFU Vancouver

Harbour Centre, Room 7000
515 West Hastings



Saturday, April 8th

8.30-9.00 Light breakfast

9:00-10:40

10:50-12:30

12:30-2:00 Lunch

2:00-3:40

3:50-5:30

5:30-5:45 Closing Remarks

7:00-10:00 Workshop Party (chez Martin Hahn)

Comments: Rosemary Twomey (SFU)
Chair/Discussant:  Aaron Richardson and 
Karl Steinmeier (SFU)

Gila Sher (UCSD)
On the Role of the Intellect in Knowledge

Comments: Nicolas Fillion (SFU)
Chair/Discussant:  Mahan Esmaeilzadeh (SFU)

David Liebesman (Calgary)
Meaning, Type-Distinctions, and Predication

Comments: Jonathan Jenkins Ichikawa (UBC)
Chair/Discussant: Arianna Falbo (SFU)

Magdalena Balcerak-Jackson (Miami)
Imaginability and Intelligibility

Comments: Manish Oza (Toronto)
Chair/Discussant:  Bahar Raiszadeh (SFU)

Thomas Hofweber (UNC)
Idealism and the Harmony of Thought and Reality

What is the intellect? Although significant attention has been paid to the cognitive bases of much of 
our rational belief and knowledge – including perception, memory, imagination, metacognition, self-
knowledge, knowledge of other minds, communication, and inference – the intellect has been mainly 
overlooked.

As a starting point, we can think of the intellect as the cognitive faculty that manages thinkers’ deepest 
rational engagements with themselves and others. These deepest rational engagements evaluate the 
conceptually and methodologically basic resources used by thinkers in the formation of their beliefs. 
These rational engagements are deepest because they concern not only what should be believed but also 
how, conceptually and methodologically, the subject matter should be thought about in belief. Trouble 
looms when it is recognized that such evaluation itself will require the use of concepts and methods, 
and in particular, given their basic nature, will require the use of the very concepts and methods under 
evaluation. The intellect thus engages in a kind of inalienable evaluation, bringing the intellect to the limits 
of intelligibility, intersubjective understanding, and objectivity, on the other sides of which lie nonsense, 
intersubjective incomprehension, and relativism.

This workshop brings together researchers working on different aspects of these issues with the aim of 
shedding light on what the intellect is, what if any are its principled limits, and what the sources of those 
limits are.


