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with explicit expectations and obligations that, if not carried out, can 
result in life-threatening situations for animals, and ultimately the family 
livelihood. Standards of performance, whether they involve participation 
in worthwhile community or school activities or involvement in chal- 
lenging work, contribute to a sense of personal mastery. 

What seems to dominate the world of these young people are caring 
adults who play a leadership role in their lives. Regardless of education 
levels, income, and residential stability, these farm families are signifi- 
cantly more involved in civic groups, churches, and schools compared to 
nonfarm households. Parents who are socially engaged have children who 
are socially engaged. Even parents with limited time and other resources 
manage their children's lives so they can participate in many differentc 1.2hmag5 
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between 1930 and 1990 and confirms the analysis of Alain de Janvry that 
(1) the middle peasantry are disappearing (the "double crisis" of capitalist 
agriculture and the peasant economy), (2) the majority of direct producers 
are semiproletarian, and (3) uneven development has fostered marked 
regional heterogeneity. 'LDepeasantization without full proletarianization" 
(p. 9) raises the question of the direction and content of their class conflicts 
and struggles. 

Part 2 explores this question through the three case studies. In the case 
of Laguna, agricultural workers struggled for "typically proletarian de- 
mands" but received land from the state, and the ejidatarios unleashed 
a program of self-management and democratic production in the newly 
collectivized ejidos. But the state and the agrarian bourgeoisie crushed 
these initiatives, which in turn produced political fragmentation and an 
impoverished semiproletariat. In Atencingo, the collective ejidos were 
dismantled, and individual (i.e., household) production stimulated a pro- 
cess of internal social differentiation from which emerged "peasant en- 
trepreneurs" on the one side and a deeply impoverished semiproletariat 
(dependent on migratory income) on the other. In the Yaqui Valley, Otero 
sees the emergence of postcapitalist struggle in response to aggressive 
capitalist penetration in the region and mestizo in migration; new demands 
involved not only land but other means of production and the democratic 
self-management of the productive process. Each of these three trajec- 
tories contained differing forms of political discourse and contrasting al- 
liances and solidarities with 'Lprogressive and democratic forces" (p. 150) 
in Mexico. 

Farewell to the Peasantry is in some regards an unfashionable sort of 
political economy reflecting perhaps the influence of Ivan Szelknyi and 
Erik Wright, with whom the author worked in the course of the disser- 
tation on which this book is based. But it is a model of rigorous com- 
parative analysis, and the author has provided an exceptionally rich and 
well-argued narrative that successfully explains why class agents that 
started out in similar positions followed differing paths and destinies. His 
sensitivity to the multiple determinants of class struggle and class for- 
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