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As in her previous best-selling nonfiction work Mexican Lives (1994), this

new volume by Judith Adler Hellman presents the multilayered, human

side of a vastly complex socioeconomic and cultural subject. The World

of Mexican Migrants focuses on Mexican migration to the United States.
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likely live for years on the margins of society, making minimum or below-
minimum wages? While Mexican Lives focused on the ways Mexicans were
coping with the ravages of neoliberal reform in their country, the new book
deals with one of this economic model’s key results: the severe hampering

of rural Mexico’s viability. Hundreds of thousands of peasants have been
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are undocumented migrants who make an average of $70 for a 12-hour day,
or about 10% under the legal minimum wage. Besides their low pay, these
workers have suffered many other work-related injustices. The toughest
paradox is that all workers in New York, documented or not, have the same
legal rights, but most migrants are too afraid to come forward and demand
their enforcement.

With Part IV (Chapters 17 to 19), Hellman turns to consider the mi-
grants’ dilemma of whether to stay in the US or to return home, a difficult
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on migrants, Hellman suggests, then serious attention should be given to the
fact that most want to realize a Mexican, rather than an American, dream.
The problem is that Hellman’s answers ultimately do shift back to a focus on
the US. Stressing her disappointment with the receiving country’s bipartisan
policies for bemg mean- sp1r1ted and pumshmg of mlgrants her book does

legislation [for migrants] could be put forward because of the contradictory
nature of the demands on policymakers” (231). Thus, given that Hellman
finds no hope of devising a public policy toward migrants that will satisfy
the highly polarized electorate, she retrenches into the usual policy recom-
mendation for workers get orgamzed But after decades of ant1-umon and

interests? This strategy may be a good solution for US workers, but how can

it address the intractable problems for Mexican undocumented migrants in
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