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accounts that understand gender not as proxy for women, but as an organising 
dimension of social life, like class and race, are needed as well. The tension 
between these two approaches is a critical aspect of the new scholarship on  
gender. Clearly, this admirable book has shown how research can (and must) 
account for both. 

Illtnots 3 tate Gnzz~erng M A L ~ 4  I.  T O R O - X I O R N  

Gerardo Otero, Farewell to the Peasantr_y? Political Class Formation in Rural 
Alexico (Boulder, CO, and Oxford: Westview Press. 1999), p p  xiif 186, 
A46.50 hb. 

This pithy book offers a theoretical analysis illustrated by three case studies. Its 
subject is important: what kind of politics can we expect from rural Mexico 
following the neoliberal restructuring of the land reform sector? Otero's 
approach is to  revisit the Mexican debate on the 'agrarian question' of the 1970s 
and 1980s. H e  neatly exposes the class reductionist logic of both the canlpesinista 
position, associated with neo-Chayanovians such as h r t u r o  Vl'arman a cabinet -

minister in the neoliberal administrations of Carlos Salinas and Ernesto Zedillo 
- and the descampesinista or  proletarista position, associated with theorists such as 
Roger Bartra, who  adapted traditional Leninist ideas t o  the specific circumstances 
of postrevolutionary Mexico. Another demonstration that political behaviour 
cannot be deduced from an objectivist account of economic class position might 
seem redundant. Yet Otero does more than recite familiar postmodernist litanies. 
His aim is to  retain class analysis within a formulation of  the may political class 
formation reflects relationships between economic class processes (rather than 
'positions'), regional cultures, forms of state intervention and leadership types. 
Much of the discussion of the book is 

agrarian reform under President Cardenas, Atencingo in Puebla, which illustrates 
Cardenas's willingness to  adapt ideology to regional power structures, and the 
Yaqui Valley of Sonora. The  latter is important for the book's overall argument 
because Otero regards it as a 'success story' in efforts t o  build autonomous 
postcapitalist popular-democratic organisations. What the cases have in common 
is that rural populations were proletarianised before the land reform and 
collective 

gidos mere established, although these differed in the extent to  which 
they were expressions of grassroots political empowerment that subsequent 
administrations sought to  expunge. Much of the analysis is based on secondary 
sources well known t o  specialists, though many are unavailable in English, and 
Cltero offers his assessments of issues that are contentious. His own fieldwork 
plays a more prominent role in the chapter on  ritencingo, which includes results 
of a questionnaire on  ejidatarios' evaluation of the new situation created by the 
privatisation of the sugar mill. The principal aim is to  provide the kind of 
synthesis that eludes attempts to  generalise from a single region. The  exposition 
is clear and insightful, making the book valuable to  teachers, and the theoretical 
argument could guide analysis of developments in other regions with different 
histories. 



:i key issue is the future political direction of a growing mass of semi- 
proletarian households in an increasingly polarised rural society. Otero notes that 
the position of both 'peasant an 


