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industry. While much of the peasantry has surely become a pauperised pool of surplus 
labour power for industrialisation, Bello never considers the extent to which former 
peasants have also been reincarnated into an urban proletariat, and perhaps part of the 
growing middle classes. 

Bello quotes an alarming fact about modern agriculture: that it takes much more 
caloric-energy input than it produces in food. But there is trouble with the numbers and 
sources. On page 36, global industrial agriculture ‘employs three calories of fossil fuel 
energy to produce one calorie of food energy’ (citing a Sierra Club report); but on page 
140, Bello cites another source claiming that ‘between production, processing, distribu-
tion, and preparation, 10 calories of energy are required to create just one calorie of food 
energy’. Given the seriousness of these figures and claims, it would have been best for 
Bello to seek at least a few more sources and straighten up the ‘facts’. 

Finally, it seems inconsistent to speak of a ‘Global South’ in referring primarily to 
issues dealt with within inter-governmental institutions like the WTO, on one hand; 
and in proposing a deglobalisation and food-sovereignty programme to be promoted 
by subordinate groups and classes on the other. The elementary truth is that, besides 
ephemeral groupings like the ‘Group of 21’ at the WTO, the ‘Global South’ exists only 
in the minds of progressive scholars and activists. But apart from Vía Campesina, there 
are extremely few actual, sustained organisations that struggle in ‘global civil society’ – 
another myth (see Otero, 2004). Vía Campesina’s main accomplishment has been to 
contribute to derailing wto negotiations, but the most tangible – and positive – suc-
cesses for its constituency must take place at the level of the state. Pedro Maga�a Guer-Pedro Maga�a Guer-
rero, a Mexican peasant whose organisation is a member of Vía Campesina, put it this 
way after praising militancy at the global level: ‘The consolidation of alternatives rests 
completely on what is happening at the local level, it depends on the development of 
organisations in their [peasants’] regions, in their countries’ (quoted in Desmarais, 2007: 
135). Therefore, if we really want to work toward the deglobalisation and re-localisation 
of food production, it is best to put political priorities in their place: that is, bottom-up 
linkages, including international solidarity, but firmly rooted in the state.

In spite of these limitations, The Food Wars is an outstanding contribution to under-
standing neoliberalism and food, as well as an insightful guide to transformative action 
in search of a sustainable future. I recommend it enthusiastically.
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Reviewed by Eren Duzgun, York University, Toronto, Canada

Given the degree of devastation caused by the still-unfolding global economic crisis and 
the increasing propensity for already existing political fault lines to further break in the 
capitalist heartland, this book by Alex Callinicos could hardly have arrived in a more 
timely fashion. In it, Callinicos argues for the historical validity of the Lenin–Bukharin 
synthesis of capitalist imperialism in pursuit of a deeper understanding of the two dis-
tinct, though inter-related, forms of competition: the (geo)political and the economic. 
He holds that, once capitalist imperialism is conceptualised as the ‘intersection’ of these 
two forms of competition, ‘the interstate rivalries’ become ‘integrated into the larger 
processes of capital accumulation’, a process ‘which takes several centuries’ (p. 15). Also, 
since imperialism is now shaped by the indeterminate interplay of geopolitical and eco-
nomic motives, this leads to a ‘non-reductionist treatment of imperialism’ which enables 
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