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Scholars of public space criticize regulation governing the behaviour of the public poor
for both its illiberal effects and motivations. The arguments used to justify such
regulation are frequently characterized as a smokescreen that conceal more sinister
agendas, and are thus often overlooked by critics. But to fail to take such arguments
seriously, | argue, is to miss their political traction. This, | suggest, has less to do with
their inherent truthfulness than with their basis in a prevailing social imaginary that
can be characterized as broadly liberal. As such, they reflect and help constitute a
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