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BACKGROUND

The Institute for Neuroscience and Neurotechnology’s Challenge Workshop brought together
researchers from various disciplines for a day of thoughtful engagement and discussion. The goal was to
identify collaborative paths toward the broader integration of socio-cultural factors in the study of
neuroscience. This is a high-level summary of what we heard.

KEY ENGAGEMENT TOPICS

Socio-cultural challenges for neuroscience were explored under three broad themes:

1. Social determinants of brain health
2. Environmental and ecological challenges to brain health
3. Tensions between communities and academia in approaches to neuroscience

We also considered a central role for neuroethics to inform the integration of neuroscience knowledge
with socio-cultural factors to guide policy and practice.

WHO WAS AT THE TABLE?

Participants spanned research career stages from undergraduate to postdoctoral level trainees and early
career to senior researchers and persons experienced with science communication and patient advocacy.
Represented disciplines included biomedical sciences, clinical psychology, engineering, and
communications both in and outside of neuroscience. Participants varied in their consideration of socio-
cultural factors in their work: many were new to the idea and were looking to explore it more, while a
few had been working on these topics for some time.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR THEMES

IMPORTANCE OF SOCIO-CULTURAL FACTORS

Participants highlighted the importance of socio-cultural factors in understanding various domains of
neuroscience research and developing neurotechnology applications. Factors that surfaced were those
that influence health outcomes and access to care:

f Social inequities

f Climate change

f  Environmental exposures and built environments

I Demographics, social networks, and individual histories
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