
ACCELERATED MASTER'S PROGRAM IN MBB 

The Accelerated Master’s Program (AMP) is an approved pathway for expediting completion of the 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MBB) Master’s of Science (MSc) Program. The AMP allows 
students to count work and credits from their undergraduate program toward their MSc degree. 
This is accomplished by completing a BSc Honour’s thesis and two graduate-level courses (6 units 
total) while in the undergraduate program (“AMP-track”). The Honours thesis forms the basis of 
the MSc research project and the graduate courses count toward both the Bachelor’s Degree (BSc) 
and the required MSc coursework. 

Prospective students should start planning for an Accelerated MSc early in their undergraduate 
program. Students should contact the MBB Undergraduate Advisor to confirm eligibility and to 
discuss Program requirements and the application process. 
 
HOW DO STUDENTS COMPLETE AN ACCELERATED MSC? 

1. Application to AMP-track. MBB students who have completed 90 course credits and have a 
minimum cGPA of 3.67 are eligible to become AMP-track. Students who anticipate meeting 
these eligibility requirements should identify an MBB faculty member or Associate member 
interested in serving as supervisor for both an Honour’s thesis project and the AMP. Students 
should submit an AMP-track application to the MBB Graduate Program Assistant for 
consideration by the Chair of the MBB Graduate Studies Committee.  

2. Honour’s thesis. AMP-Track students will enroll in 15-units of Directed Research courses 
(Honour’s thesis): 

MBB 481-5 – Directed Research (Honours Thesis) and 
MBB 482-5 – Directed Research (Honours Research Performance) and 
MBB 483-5 – Directed Research (Honours Thesis Defence) 

or  

http://www.sfu.ca/mbb/undergrad/current-students/advising.html
http://www.sfu.ca/mbb/people/faculty.html
http://www.sfu.ca/mbb/people/associate-members.html
http://www.sfu.ca/mbb/people/staff.html


MBB 745 – Advanced Microbial Pathogenesis 
MBB 746 – Molecular Biology of Cancer 
MBB 747 – 

/gradstudies/apply/applying.html
/students/calendar/2024/spring/fees-and-regulations/tuition-fees/graduate.html#per_unit_fee
/students/calendar/2024/spring/fees-and-regulations/tuition-fees/graduate.html#tuition
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/pg-cs/cgsm-bescm_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/pg-cs/cgsm-bescm_eng.asp
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