
Partnership Tool: Master Research Agreement (MRA) 

A Master Research Agreement (MRA) is a formal agreement between a partner from industry, 

government, or a non-government organization, and the university to support and fund multiple 

research projects under detailed terms. MRAs are best used when a partner (also known as the 

sponsored research organization, or sponsor) is interested in funding multiple research projects at SFU 

over a longer period. The MRA provides overarching terms that will apply to all upcoming research 

projects within a specified timeframe. Task orders (TOs) are created to document the scope, timeline 

and terms of any subsequent project proposed under an MRA.   

PARAMETERS & CONSIDERATIONS 

¶ Structure and nature of relationship defined for parties providing shared understanding  

¶ The time and effort to initiate successive research projects with the same partner are reduced 

¶ The partner and SFU can still sign other types of agreements  

¶ MRA is a legally binding agreement 

¶ It can take time to 



The timelines to develop an MRA can vary depending on how complex the terms are and how quickly 

each party can respond to shared drafts. The scope of the partnership, purpose, timelines, departments 

involved and funding available are discussed at this stage. 
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