
Future SLP applicants, 
 
The letter of intent is definitely one of the hardest parts of making the application! It's really hard to know 
where to start! One thing that you should do is to take a look at a few things: 
 

 Why do you want to be an SLP? Is there a family history or something similar? 
 How did you find out about SLP as a career choice? 
 What made you decide that this was a career that you wanted more than other careers? (Be honest with 

yourself) 
 How do you feel when you are volunteering or learning new things about the field? 
 What qualities do you have that you think they would like in a clinician? Researcher? 
 Does this profession really light a fire in your belly? Is it something you are really passionate about? 

Why? 
 What will happen if you don't get in? 
 What is it about the career that appeals to you? 
 What kinds of things do you want to find out about more? What aspects of SLP do you want to pursue? 
 What kind of clinician will you be when you become and SLP? 

 
Okay, so long list. And do not think for a moment that you have to include all of those in your letter! The point is 
to really assess the answers to these questions for yourself and then pick and choose from there once you have 
figured these answers out- only then can you write a good letter. I'll be honest with you, the letters from my first 
two applications were terrible. Do not do that thing where you try to include a narrative, they can see right 
through gimmicks. Also, don't be afraid to play up your strengths, it's totally weird to brag about yourself but in 
this case you really have to! 
 
When I wrote my third letter, I sat down with a cousin of mine who asked me the question about why SLP lights 
a fire in my belly. I couldn't answer her. Actually, two years ago I am not sure I could have answered 
half of those questions very well, and yet I tried to write a letter- based on what!? No wonder the committee 
didn't choose me- I couldn't articulate an answer myself! It took actually quite a few weeks before I was able to 
come up with a decent letter after sitting down with my cousin. I didn't address all of the above points, but (in 
my opinion) my letter showed that I was confident, capable, and that SLP was something that I was meant to do, 
and nothing else could run a close second. Not only that, but I wrote about how my interests were diverse and 
though I worked very hard, I was still excited to learn new things and that I would be a clinician that would keep 
an open mind about experiences and put client needs first. I didn't want to be a clinician because of the job 
security or because it sounded interesting, I felt (and still feel) that I have something to offer, whether it is 
through research, bringing services to underserved populations or slow and steady progress to a single client so 
that they can be understood. 
 
I also felt disadvantaged because I didn't actually know anybody outside of my volunteer experiences who had 
had a stroke or hearing loss or anything- but what worked for me was to play to my strengths and not look for 
weaknesses.  
 
I hope that helps you get started at least. Remember, the letter is only part of the application and each school 
may have different requirements or questions they want answered, so make sure you tailor each letter to the 
school(s) you apply to. 
 
Good luck! 
Katelyn Eng, 
Speech-Language Pathologist 


