Department of Linguistics
Fall Term 2012 [1127]

LINGUISTICS 804 Instructor: Prof. Donna Gerdts
Field Linguistics Room: RCB 9224| Tel: 604-224-7203

Email: gerdts@sfu.ca

PREREQUISITES: Graduate standing in Linguistics or Permission of the Instructor
TIME/PLACE: Saturday 9:30-12:30 WMC 2521; 2:30-3:30 AQ 5026

COURSE CONTENT:
Linguistics as an empirical science uses cross-linguistic evidence to develop and test theories of human language.
In keeping with the goal of providing analyses of all of the world’s languages, linguists engage in fieldwork with
native speakers. The Field Methods courses teaches students to elicit, transcribe, organize, and analyze linguistic
data collected from a native speaker of an unfamiliar, understudied, and often unwritten language. Students meet
with the native speaker in class each week , taking turns asking questions about the language. The instructor helps
the students transcribe, translate, and interpret the data provided by the native speaker until the students develop
sufficient skills to work with the speaker directly.

Students learn techniques to discover the grammatical structure of a language and test hypotheses about
that structure, rather than on learning already established generalizations about the language, as would be typical
in a language course. Students investigate the phonetic, phonological, morphological, and syntactic structure of a




