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In Defence of the Autonomy of Syntax 

 
Throughout most of its history, what has distinguished generative syntax from 
virtually all other approaches to grammar is the hypothesis of the autonomy of 
syntax (AS), namely the idea that the syntactic rules and principles of a language 
make no reference to meaning, discourse, or language use. However, AS has 
become progressively weakened in the past several decades, as is illustrated by 
the theta-


