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citV. These examples demonstrate clearly that the process for deciding which suffix to use is not 

always as simple as identifying the last consonant of the word. Therefore, in the next sections of 

the paper, I will explore what some of the different requirements are for each of the suffixes.  

 What determines when a Colombian speaker of Spanish uses the diminutive suffixes -itV, 

-citV, -ecitV, and -icV when constructing the diminutive form of a word? The determining factors 

when deciding which allomorph to use could be based on whether the word ends in a vowel or a 

consonant, or how many syllables the word has. If each diminutive construction depends on 

whether the end of the word is a consonant or vowel, or how many syllables it has, then it will be 

possible to correctly construct any word with the diminutive form and understand some of the 

unconscious processes that a native speaker of Spanish uses when determining which suffix is 

correct.  

Methods: 

 

Participant 

This is a pilot study that only uses one participant. The participant is an anonymous third person 

that is a native speaker of the Colombian dialect of Spanish. The speaker was born in Colombia 

but has lived in Canada for 15 years. However, the individual continues to practice Spanish on a 

regular basis at home and with friends.  

Procedure 

Initially, I compiled a list of Spanish words that contained nouns, adjectives and adverbs. These 

words were chosen from a website that listed words that were organized on the basis of syllables 

from www.juegosdepalabras.com. Words were also identified using introspection. Furthermore, 

the selection of each word was based on whether it was compatible with a diminutive suffix. This 

http://www.juegosdepalabras.com/
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*Picante 
[picante] 
3 

Picantito 
[pikantito] 

      

* Inteligente 
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-icV 

Lastly, this is a suffix that is also unique because of when it occurs. Whenever a word is compatible 

with -itV and it has [t] as its penultimate sound, then it is also compatible with -icV. That is why 

example (8) demonstrates that words such as �³�W�R�U�W�D�´���D�Q�G���³inteligente�´���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�D�W�L�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K both     

-icV and -itV, but �³�F�D�V�D�´ is not. �7�K�H���³�W�¶�V�´���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�O�L�Q�H�G���W�R���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W���W�Ke penultimate [t] sound in 

words that are compatible with -icV. Example (8c) demonstrates that �D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �³�F�D�V�D�´�� �L�V��

compatible with -itV, it is not compatible with -itV because �³�F�D�V�D�´�� �G�R�H�V�� �Q�R�W�� �K�D�Y�H�� �>�W�@�� �D�V�� �L�W�V��

penultimate sound.  

(9) a. �³�7�R�Ut�D�´���>�W�R�Pta] 2 syllables → �³�7�R�U�Wica�´���D�Q�G���³�7�R�U�Wita�´���>�W�R�Ptika] / [to�Ptita] 3 syllables 

     �E�����³Inteligente�´���>intelihente] 2 syllables → �³Inteligentico�´���D�Q�G���³Inteligentito�´���>intelihentiko] / 

[intelihentito] 3 syllables 

     c. **?  �³�&�D�V�D�´���>�N�D�V�D�@�������V�\�O�O�D�E�O�H�V��→ �³�&�D�Vica�´���D�Q�G���³�&�D�Vita�´���>�N�D�Vika] / [kasita] 3 syllables 

Discussion: 

-itV 

- final [a,o] 

- final [l,s] 

- [e] (3+ syllables) 

 

 

-citV 

- [e] (1-2 syllables) 

- [n, r, �P] 

-ecitV 

- 1 syllable words with a 

consonant in the final 

position that do not end in 

[r, �P] 

- 1 syllable words that do 

not end in vowels 

-icV 

- ____Tv ([t] as 

penultimate sound in a 

word) 

- Could be replaced with -

itV 

Table 2.1 �± The environments of each diminutive allomorph 

After analyzing all the data, 
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word when constructing them. Yet, each word that is commonly used with the diminutive form is 

probably added to the mental lexicon, and whenever a person wants to add the diminutive to a 

word that is not commonly constructed with one, they use syllables and the last phoneme of the 

word to decide. Again, this is not certain, but would be a
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APPENDIX A: WORD LIST  

 

Table 1.1 �± Word list used to examine allomorphic environments with varying syllables, word-
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N 



 12 
 

References  

Camus Bergareche, Bruno. (2018). Aspectos de la evolución histórica de la alomorfia en los 

diminutivos españoles; Aspectos de la evolución histórica de la alomorfia en los 

diminutivos españoles. Estudios De Lingüística Del Español, 39, Estudios de lingüística 

del español. 

�³�&�U�H�D�G�R�U���'�H���8�Q�D���3�D�O�D�E�U�D���$�O���$�]�D�U���(�Q���(�V�S�D�x�R�O���´���3�D�O�D�E�U�D�V���$�O�H�D�W�R�U�L�D�V���(�Q���(�V�S�D�x�R�O����

https://www.palabrasaleatorias.com/?fs=1&fs2=0&Submit=Nueva+palabra. 

How To Use Diminutives in Spanish: 50 Examples. (2019, July 12). Retrieved November 15, 

2019, from https://www.happyhourspanish.com/those-little-diminutives-in-spanish/. 

Norrmann-Vigil, I. (2012). Accounting for Variation of Diminutive Formation in Porteño 

Spanish. 

Stewart, M. (1999). The spanish language today. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral-proquest-

com.proxy.lib.sfu.ca 

 

 

https://www.palabrasaleatorias.com/?fs=1&fs2=0&Submit=Nueva+palabra

