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citV. These examples demonstrate cleénbt theprocess for deciding which suffte use is not
alwaysas simple as identifying the last consonant of the word. Therefore, in the next sections of

the paper, | will explore what some of tthiéferentrequirements are for each of the suffixes

Whatdetermnes when &olombian speaker of Spanigkes the diminutive suffixegV,
-citV, -ecitV, and-icV when constructing the diminutive form of a worti#e determining factsr
when deciding whiclallomorphto use could beased on whether the word ends in a vowel or a
consonantor how many syllables the word has. eachdiminutive construction depends on
whether the end of the wordasconsonant or vowel, tiow many syllables it has, then it will be
possible tocorrectly construct any word with the diminutive foramd understand some of the
unconscious processes that a native speaker of Spaashwhen determining which suffix is

correct.

Methods:

Participant

This is a pilot studyhatonly uses one participanthe participant is an anompusthird person
that isa native speaker of the Colombian dialect of Spariitle speaker was born in Colombia
but has lived in Canada for 15 yeat®wever, the individual continues practice Spanish on a

regular basigt home and with friends.

Procedure

Initially, I compiled a list of Spanish words that contained noadgctives and adverbsThese
words werechoserfrom a website that listegdords that wer@rganized on the basis syllables
from www.juegosdepalabras.coiWords were alsalentified usingintrospection Furthermore,

theselection of each word was based on whether it was compatible with a diminutive Buix


http://www.juegosdepalabras.com/




*Picante Picantito
[picante] [pikantito]
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*Inteligente






-icV

Lastly, this is a suffix that is also unigbecause of when it occu&/henever a worts compatible

with -itV and ithas [t] as its penultimate sourtden it is also compatible withcV. That is why

example (8) demonstrates thvabrds sich as3sW R U WinfelipeQt€&é DUH FRPSDbah EOH Z L\

-icV and-itV, but 3F D \idhot. 7KH WV~ DUH XQ G H & @dn@ti@te\[¥] Rouid ihK O L J K W

words that are compatible witicV. Example (8c) demonstrates th@ O W KR X JK

compatible with-itV, it is not compatible with-itV because3FDV D"

penultimate sound.

GRHV QRW

(9 a. 7R RA\Ryllables— 37 RdaW D Q G ifa7 RXEWA] / [to Bta] 3 syllables

E Inteligerte” intelinentd 2 syllables— 3dnteligenico” D Qr@eliyenito = intelihentiko] /

[intelihenito] 3 syllables

c.**? 3&DVD” >NDVD @ 3&Ws0 D Q B Gt YD ¥ kB V[kasita] 3 syllables

Discussion:

-itV -citV -ecitVv -icV

- final [a,0] - [e] (1-2 syllables) - 1 syllable words with g - Tv (f] as
- final [I,s] -[n,r, P consonant in the fingd penultimate sound in

- [e] (3+ syllables)

position that do not end i
[r. b
- 1 syllable words that d

not end in vowels

word)
- Could be replaced with
itV

Table 2.1+The environments of each diminutive allomorph

After analyzing all the data,

SFDVD’

KDYH






word when constructing them. Yet, each word that is commas#gwith the diminutive form is
probably added to the mental lexicon, and wheneyeraon wants to add the diminutive to a
word that is not commonly constructed with otley use syllables drthe last phoneme of the

word to decide. Again, this is not certain, but would be a
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APPENDIX A: WORD LIST

Table 1.1 £Word list used texamineallomorphic environments with varying syllablegord
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