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systemic	patterns	of	reproduction	of	inequalities	and	how	these	limit	or	enable	possibilities	
for	collective	existence	and	global	change.	
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3200	
	
TITLE:	The	Simpsons	and	the	Savior	Teacher/	Deficit	Parent	in	Popular	Culture		
	
PRESENTER:	Rowan	Shafer	
	
ABSTRACT:	In	the	context	of	the	neoliberal	focus	on	teachers	as	a	problem	in	need	of	
reform,	a	genre	of	media	conceptualizing	“the	savior	teacher”	narrative	has	gained	traction	
over	the	past	3	decades.	As	the	longest	running	animated	comedy	on	television,	the	
education	system	has	not	escaped	The	Simpsons’	satirical	attention,	and	much	has	been	
written	of	the	ways	in	which	the	show’s	satire	successfully	challenges	or	maintains	
hegemonic	neoliberal	education	ideologies.	Although	The	Simpsons	has	portrayed	the	life	
of	one	beloved	family	for	28	years,	scholars	have	yet	to	examine	how	the	show	depicts	the	
script	of	the	savior	teacher	character	in	opposition	
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an	8	or	9	week	workshop	to	tell	and	digitize	their	life	stories.	The	purpose	of	my	study	is	to	
understand	how	participating	in	the	Elders’	Digital	Storytelling	project	helps	elders	to	
overcome	their	loneliness	and	reduce	their	anxiety	and	depression	symptoms.	The	ultimate	
outcome	of	this	study	will	be	improvements	in	the	elders’	mental	health	that	will	
contribute	to	elders’	health	promotion.	
	
BIO:	Hamideh	Sarmast	is	a	MA	student	in	educational	studies	in	the	Faculty	of	Education	at	
UBC.	She	has	more	than	five	years	of	Canadian	experience	in	health	education,	health	
promotion,	and	health	research	in	various	organizations	in	Vancouver,	Canada.	Prior	to	
that	she	worked	as	health	education	expert	for	the	Ministry	of	Health	and	Medical	
Education	in	Iran	for	more	than	10	years.	Her	areas	of	interest	include	health	education	
and	promotion,	adult	learning	and	education,	multiculturalism,	and	health	literacy.		
	
BIO:	Julija	Jeremic	is	a	doctoral	student	in	Education	Technology	and	Instructional	Design	
program	at	SFU,	with	the	degrees	in	computer	design	and	teaching.	As	a	research	assistant,	
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limitations.	As	a	contribution	to	this	issue,	this	study	aims	to	better	understand	the	XBOX	
Kinect	gaming	experiences	of	older	adults	aged	65+	with	MCI.	
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ROOM:	3150	
	
TITLE:	Redefining	Language	Learners:	Lacking	Competence	or	Competent	Beyond	Our	
Understanding	
	
PRESENTERS:	Kristina	Berynets	and	Dr.	Charles	Scott	
	
ABSTRACT:	Educators	go	through	a	constant	process	of	self-reflection	and	continuous	
learning	to	ensure	good	teaching	practices	and	to	provide	nourishing	learning	experiences.	
However,	we	may	have	persistent	beliefs	that	we	are	not	aware	of.	This	is	obvious,	we	often	
talk	about	it,	but	even	so,	we	still	overlook	these	beliefs	in	some	of	the	most	obvious	cases.		
	
Language	is	such	an	obviously	important	aspect	of	our	lives	that	we	base	our	judgement	of	
whether	someone	is	educated,	sophisticated	or	polite	on	one’s	English	language	skills	and,	
at	times,	forget	that	many	of	our	students,	English	language	learners,	are	multicompetent	in	
many	ways	that	may	not	obvious	to	us	unless	we	uncover	and	acknowledge	those	
competencies.	Hence,	we	tend	to	underestimate	or	underappreciate	these	students.	Such	
mistreatment	limits	not	only	students’	learning	experiences,	but	it	also	limits	our	own	
growth	as	well	as	the	possibilities	that	we	could	have	to	enrich	our	own	teaching.		
	
In	this	presentation,	Kristina	would	like	to	share	her	own	experiences	as	a	language	
learner/language	teacher/researcher	to	offer	an	additional	perspective	on	language	
deficiency/proficiency	and	to	challenge	some	of	the	beliefs	that	persist	in	teaching	students	
whose	English	may	be	a	barrier:	beliefs	and	misconceptions	that	many	teachers	may	not	be	
aware	of.	She	would	also	like	to	suggest	a	more	positive	approach	to	teaching	English	
learners	as	multilingual/multicompetent	learners	rather	than	undereducated	individuals	
lacking	language	skills.	Charles	will	share	from	his	10	years	of	experience	in	working	with	
these	multicompetent	learners,	bringing	theory	into	practice.		
	
BIO:	Kristina	Berynets	holds	MEd	degree	in	Teaching	English	and	MA	in	International	
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learning	and	quality	improvement	in	the	PICU	community	of	practice	since	they	appeared	
as	the	biggest	sources	of	knowledge	and	most	influential	people	in	general	PICU	learning	
network	(attending	physicians),	among	the	PICU	nursing	community	(general	duty	nurses).	
Additionally,	participation	of	all	the	staff	in	the	PICU	community	of	practice	for	learning	
and	quality	improvement	should	be	emphasized	since	the	staff	learn	from	and	work	with	
members	of	variety	of	disciplines	even	though	they	tend	to	share	their	knowledge	mostly	
with	members	of	their	own	profession.	Our	sociocultural	quality	improvement	framework	
will	be	based	on	these	findings.	
	
BIOS:	Mirkaber	Mos
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Aiming	to	answer	these	questions,	two	studies,	one	in	Canada	and	one	in	Mexico	will	be	
conducted	with	160	school-aged	monolingual	children	and	their	parents	will	be	conducted	
to	answer	these	questions.	
	
BIO:	Ofelia	Flores	is	a	PhD	student	at	SFU.	She	holds	a	bachelor	in	Psychology	and	in	Autism	
from	Capilano	University.	She	received	a	MA	in	Special	Education	from	UBC.	Her	current	
interest	are	cross-cultural	studies	of	Theory	of	Mind	and	social	development	of	typical	
children	and	children	with	Autism.	
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3240	
	
TITLE:	Wandering	Wednesdays:	Outdoor	Education	in	Early	Primary		
	
PRESENTER:	Deborah	Tang	
	
DISCUSSANT:	Dr.	Allan	MacKinnon	
	
ABSTRACT:	With	the	emphasis	of	academic	achievement	in	education,	children	as	young	as	
early	primary	are	spending	less	and	less	time	outside	interacting	with	nature.	Children	
need	the	opportunity	to	be	outside	and	appreciate	what	nature	has	generously	offered	to	
us.	By	connecting	with	nature,	children	are	growing	their	ecological	identity.	
	
BIO:	Deborah	Tang	has	been	teaching	kindergarten	in	the	Burnaby	School	District	for	the	
past	few	years.	She	is	a	graduate	student	in	the	Faculty	of	Education	(Teaching	English	as	
an	Additional	Language)	at	Simon	Fraser	University.	
	
BIO:	Dr.	Allan	MacKinnon	is	is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education with interests 
in science education, teacher education and curriculum studies. 
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3240	
	
TITLE:	How	to	Support	Ongoing	Assessment	with	IPA	
	
PRESENTER:	Jaimie	Li	
	
DISCUSSANT:	Dr.	Allan	MacKinnon	
	

ABSTRACT:
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will	introduce	a	variety	of	strategies	on	self-assessment	to	further	explain	how	IPA	works	
through	outdoor	education,	and	how	it	can	move	learning	forward.	
	
BIO:	Jaimie	Bin	Li	currently	teaches	Grade	One	in	the	Burnaby	School	District.	She	is	a	
graduate	student	at	SFU	in	the	Teaching	English	as	an	Additional	Language	program.	
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3240	
	
TITLE:	A	Look	at	Ethics	of	Care	in	Education	
	
PRESENTER:	Lorrenne	Alkema	
	
DISCUSSANT:	Dr.	Allan	MacKinnon	
	
ABSTRACT:	
	
“There	is	nothing	mushy	about	caring.	It	is	the	strong,	resilient	backbone	of	human	life”		
—Nel	Noddings,	1992.	
	
Nel	Noddings	is	a	major	contributor	to	the	Ethics	of	Care	theory.	Lorrenne	will	be	
discussing	what	Ethics	of	Care	is	and	how	a	worldview	grounded	in	care	greatly	impacts	
education	as	a	whole	and	students	in	particular.	
	
BIO:	Lorrenne	Alkema	has	worked	in	the	Delta	School	District	for	the	last	15	years.	She	has	
experience	coordinating	Delta’s	Distributed	Learning	program	and	teaching	grades	K-7.	In	
recent	years,	she	has	focused	on	teaching	early	primary	(K-1).	Lorrenne	is	currently	a	
graduate	student	at	SFU,	pursuing	a	Masters	of	Education	in	Curriculum	and	Instruction	
Foundations.	
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3260	
	
TITLE:	The	Right	Tool	for	the	Job:	Working	Within	Students’	Kinds	of	Understanding	
	
PRESENTER:	Clayton	Stephens	
	
ABSTRACT:	When	teaching	students	some	things	work	and	some	things	don’t.		Sometimes	
we	are	able	to	captivate	them	and	they	learn	it	forever,	but	sometimes	things	flop	and	they	
forget	everything	completely.		What	is	it	that	separates	what	works	from	what	doesn’t?	
Even	when	we	follow	all	the	rules	(hands	on,	differentiation,	modelling	for	learning)	why	
do	some	lessons	fail?	Imaginative	Education	gives	us	the	lens	to	identify	the	reasons	for	
student	successes	and	failures.		In	his	book	The	Educated	Mind	(1997),	Kieran	Egan	claims	
that	students	learn	best	when	they	use	the	cognitive	tools	that	are	most	appropriate	to	
their	kind	of	understanding.		Using	tools	outside	of	their	understanding	will	make	learning		
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difficult,	but	by	using	the	tools	within,	the	students	can	learn	anything.		For	educators,	our	
focus	should	be	on	identifying	the	kind	of	understanding	our	students	are	working	in	and	
using	the	toolset	most	appropriate	for	them	to	maximize	their	learning	and	engagement	in	
the	classroom.			
	
The	presentation	will	focus	on	the	results	of	my	action	research	into	which	cognitive	tools	
best	support	student	learning	and	achievement	at	the	mid-elementary	level.		Insights	will	
be	given	into	how	teachers	can	best	use	these	cognitive	tools	in	their	own	classrooms.		As	
well,	further	discussion	will	center	on	the	kinds	of	understanding,	the	cognitive	tools	and	
their	effectiveness	as	we	look	towards	the	future	of	education.							
	
BIO:	Clayton	Stephens	has	been	teaching	in	a	variety	of	contexts	for	over	10	years.		He	is	
currently	a	grade	3	/	4	elementary	teacher	in	the	Surrey	school	district.		Currently	he	is	a	
student	in	the	Imaginative	Education	masters	program	at	SFU.			
____________________________________________________________________________	
ROOM:	3260	
	
TITLE:	Inclusivity	and	Accessibility:	Universal	Design	for	Learning	in	Theory	and	Practice	
	
PRESENTERS:	Fabiola	Ukah	and	Cheryl	Inkster	
	
ABSTRACT:	Student	diversity	is	the	norm.	Universal	Design	for	Learning	is	a	way	of	
thinking,	planning	and	delivering	instruction	that	removes	barriers.	By	incorporating	the	
main	principles	of	Universal	Design	for	Learning	educators	can	create	more	accessible	
classrooms	for	students	to	learn.	The	main	principles	include	providing	multiple	means	of	
representation,	expression,	and	engagement	for	students	(Rose	et	al.,	2006).		
	
In	this	presentation,	Fabiola	and	Cheryl	will	present	Universal	Design	for	Learning	as	a	way	
for	educators	to	foster	inclusivity	and	accessibility	in	the	classroom	and	through	course	
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ROOM:	3260	
	
TITLE:	
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Internet	is	changed	forever.	Web	2.0	is	two-way,	democratic,	active,	dynamic,	and	designed	
for	collaboration.	However,	even	though	technology	extends	opportunities	for	learning	
(Hughes	&	Oliver,	2010,	Kumar	&	Vigil,	2011)	excessive	use	of	technology	has	raised	
concerns	among	some	educators	(Boon	&	Sinclair,	2009).	Furthermore,	some	schools	are	
considering	the	popular	phrase	“If	we	can’t	beat	them	–	join	them	[online]”	that	refers	to	
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ABSTRACT:	In	this	paper	we	use	the	insights	of	Actor-Network	Theory	(ANT)	to	analyze	a	
pedagogical	encounter.	The	point	of	understanding	a	pedagogical	encounter	from	an	ANT	
perspective	is	that	it	allows	us	to	challenge	taken-for-granted	notions	about	all	that	is	
involved	in	an	encounter.	Analyses	of	pedagogical	encounters	often	emphasize	the	
relationship	between	the	student	and	teacher	but	fail	to	consider	materiality	in	such	a	face-
to-face	encounter.	Drawing	on	Bruno	Latour’s	(2007)	Actor-Network	Theory	and	related	
work	on	educational	scholarship	we	examine	the	materiality	of	a	pedagogical	encounter	
and	consider	all	those	varied	and	diverse	entities,	their	associations,	and	accorded	agency	
that	bring	about	the	reality	we	inhabit.	This	conceptual	analysis	is	carried	out	through	four	
foundational	tenets	of	ANT:	network,	agency,	actor,	and	translation.	It	brings	us	to	two	
considerations:	first,	the	need	to	use	an	ANT	lens	to	de-center	the	human	and	bring	to	the	
fore	actors	that	take	part	in	shaping	the	world,	but	are	not	usually	acknowledged	as	agentic	
in	social	analyses.	Second,	a	call	for	understanding	the	fabric	of	education	in	material,	
relational,	and	performativ
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It	is	the	advent	of	the	New	Aquarian	Age	which	origins	the	‘transition	period’	that	we	are	
currently	witnessing,	the	unveiling	of	a	new	reality,	a	new	consciousness	–	a	cosmic	
consciousness.	”The	fusion	of	science	and	religion	is	characteristic	of	the	new	
psychology,	which	will	solve	all	problems	by	the	application	of	simplified	system	of	study,	
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BIO:	Coming	from	a	bi-lingual	home	and	fascinated	with	language,	I	took	a	BA	in	English	
translation,	the	CELTA	ESL	teaching	degree,	and	12	years	ESL	teaching	and	administrative	
experience	worldwide.	My	MEd	action	research	at	SFU	focuses	on	developing	culturally	
appropriate	cognitive	tools	for	use	in	the	multicultural	ESL	classroom.		
____________________________________________________________________________	
	
ROOM:	3150	
	
TITLE:	The	Integration	of	Mobile-Assisted	Language	Learning:	ESL	Students’	Attitudes	
Towards	the	Use	of	Smartphones	in	and	Beyond	the	Classroom	
	
PRESENTER:	Mostafa	Nazari	Montazer	
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Main	Conference	Address,	12:00	–	1:30	

	
ROOM:	3310	
	
TITLE:	Developing	an	Identity	as	a	Researcher	
	
KEYNOTE:		Dr.	Shawn	M.	Bullock	
	
BIO:	Dr.	Shawn	M.	Bullock	is	Associate	Professor	and	Associate	Dean,	Graduate	Studies,	
Faculty	of	Education,	Simon	Fraser	University	
____________________________________________________________________________	
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