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and rhythm of speech (Asperger, 1944; Kanner, 1943), char-
acteristics which are still considered diagnostically today 
[see Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised (ADI-R; Lord et 
al., 1994)]. In the subsequent sections of this introduction, 
we will discuss various aspects of prosody in autism. Spe-
ciýcally, we explore studies regarding the distinct prosodic 
features exhibited by autistic individuals and how these dif-
ferences impact the perception of social competence. We will 
examine the role of parents as early models of speech and 
communication for both autistic and non-autistic children 
and discuss how adults adapt their speech patterns based 
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scores could be accounted for (R2 = 0.779, F (6, 11) = 6.495, 
p = .004; see Table 2).
More speciýcally, sex, (ɓ = 39.302, SE = 12.242, 95% 

CI [12.357, 66.246], p = .008), mean F0, (ɓ = -10.191, 
SE
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non-autistic, rendering attention to prosody less beneýcial 
(Ference & Curtin, 2013).

Future work should aim to elucidate whether pitch modu-
lations produced by autistic and non-autistic children di er 
in terms of their communicative function. Alternatively, it is 
possible that the lack of a meaningful relationship between 
prosodic characteristics and social competence in autistic 
children is related to the range of social di erences expe-
rienced by autistic children. While speech di erences are 
commonly reported (Hubbard et al., 2017; Nadig & Shaw, 
2012; Paul et al., 2005a, b; Shribeg et al., 2001), autistic chil-
dren also demonstrate di erences in understanding social 
cues (Ashwin et al., 2015; Greene et al., 2011; Jellema et 
al., 2009; Lott-Sandkamp et al., 
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