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3. Methodology

Theoretical Framework:
German philosopher Hans-Georg Gadamer is well-known for transforming hermeneutics from an
interpretative science originally developed for the exegesis of Biblical and juridical texts into a
philosophical theory (Metro-Roland, 2010). In his book Truth and Method (Gadamer, 1999),
Gadamer proposed a question in the introduction “how is understanding possible”(xxx) to initiate his
theory in understanding— philosophical hermeneutics. Gadamer concludes that understanding is
completely ontological, and he describes that the process of understanding takes place in every aspect
of our lives. Thus, it is not merely a concern of science, but is intertwined with one’s understanding
of the world (Kim, 2018). Understanding, from his scope, depends more on one’s life experience
instead of an explicit learning process within a lecture sitting in a classroom.

The process of understanding consists of one’s experience and the encounter with others. Both the
concepts of “horizon” and “fusion of horizons” are key components to Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics. “Horizon” refers to “the unity of the flow of experiences”(1999) and “fusion of
horizon” refers to “unity of meaning determines itself more clearly”. Gadamer suggests that when we
try to understand the other, we are in a hermeneutic situation— we hold our prejudices with us when
facing new knowledge, and the prejudice is fundamental for us to understand the other. With
recognizing one’s bias and prejudices, one’s encounter with others is a chance to open ourselves to
others, render a “collision” between different views, and accomplish the fusion of “horizons” among
different groups (Kim, 2018). Thus, the practice of understanding, from Gadamer’s philosophical
hermeneutics scope, is a process for people holding different views to culminate the fusion of
horizons.

In this project, we set students to play an active role in sourcing media examples that amplify course
concepts and encourage them to check peer-generated examples afterwards. Students enrolled in this
class are widely recognized coming from d@ udd cti e wards. Sh i ce
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1) Online Survey
The students’ surveys are mainly inquiring into students’ perception on course content examples,
content delivery channels, and the efficacy of course assessments. The survey is designed
containing 13 questions, and each question asks students for their individual perceptions on the
content, delivery methods, and assignments of this course. For the course content, Q1 collects
students’ views on the effectiveness of different mediums when the instructor introduces new
course concepts to them. Besides concepts mediums, in Q3, students are asked to rate three
different formats and explain their reasons on those priorities. With all these questions, the
instructor aims to understand students’ perspectives when learning this course. Their attitudes,
preferences, and opinions are collected so that the instructor can analyze, conclude, and improve
in future course design. Similar inquiries are shown in the following questions. Students’
perceptions on the media sourcing and sharing assignments are emphasized. Besides students’
views on the content of this course�







Two reasons may explain this paradoxical result: 1) America-made media narratives are popular
among these students even if they are from regions outside of North America; 2) Students
deliberately use North America media examples because this course is offered at SFU in Canada.
If cases are because of the second reason, one suggestion is that the instructor explicitly
encourages students to share examples from their home country culture.

Comparison of quiz scores between Fall 2021 and previous semesters
The average scores in dififs devious sem�



5. Conclusions and Recommendations

Delivery Method
For the format of course content, because most students highlight the importance of Canvas Page
in their survey answers, the instructor can frame more foundational knowledge into Canvas Page,
and set both Google Doc and Medium Blog as auxiliary learning resources for students to check
and enhance their comprehension.

Because students prefer videos and pictures in their learning of new media concepts, the
instructor can incorporate more elements of these two mediums in future course design. Besides,
the ‘media exemplar’ assignments are useful when the instructor makes decisions on which new
examples to add to further course content. He can incorporate some examples constantly
appearing in students’ submissions.

Media Exemplar Assignments
In this assignment, students are asked to apply concepts in new media and narrative concepts to
specific media examples. Although we realise that students are from diverse cultures, their
examples display resemblances in creators- most media narratives are America-made films or
video games. The instructor can be more explicitly inclusive, and encourage students to show
examples from their culture backgrounds.

Besides, although students claim in the online survey that they find peer-generated examples are
helpful in understanding new media concepts, it is hard for the instructor to assess the
effectiveness of students’ peer-review. One suggestion is to perhaps set the “peer-review” as a
standalone assignment. Instead of advocating, we can give students one more assignment, offer a
well-elaborated rubric, and let students assess their classmates’ media sourcing examples. Via
this new assignment, students would not only be ‘forced' to check peers’ examples, but also
given chances to evaluate how on-the-mark their peers’ examples are relative to the course
concepts.
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