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PART I – PROJECT FINDINGS 
 

 
See attached article, forthcoming in a Special issue of Essays in Romanticism; can be linked when 
published.  
 
Abstract for article:  
During the global pandemic, the closure of university libraries and Special Collections meant that 
there were few opportunities for students to interact with the print and manuscript material of the 
Romantic period. These conditions created an entirely new set of instructional interactions between 
instructors and students, students and their classmates, and students and their objects of study.  To 
address these new conditions, we created a series of assignments that sought (1) to recreate a 
sense of the opportunities and pleasures of the sensory experience in an archive; (2) to foster an 
understanding of both the material history of Romantic literary culture and of material culture more 
broadly; and finally (3) to connect students emotionally with the objects of their study. This essay 
reports on the outcomes of these assignments and what they can teach us about attempts to 
integrate play, discovery and interactivity with material objects in the study of Romantic writing. 
 
Abstract for Final Report: 
Students of literature and of literary history are usually distanced from the material culture of the 
period, in at least three ways. 1) Students usually read only a small number of canonical literary 
texts, written by very well-known authors in major genres (e.g. the novel). 2) Students encounter 
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Mansfield Park and Things As 
They Are 
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