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this play to modern audience; and their final portfolio detailed their intentions to great effect even if 
these intentions weren’t always made crystal-clear in production. 

 
The final group, however, was able to show the relevancy of their chosen play and also were 

able to highlight the internal abstract themes of the play itself. The final group staged a scene from 
Thomas Otway’s ,$-(.$!/0$'$012*!(1682), a tragedy that continues to occasion scholarly 
disagreement over its politics—it represents the earliest years when England’s political parties were 
forming, and Otway’s sympathies toward either the Whigs or the Tories have been hard to parse in 
this play. It would have been much easier for the students staging this play to choose to make one 
side sympathetic, but impressively, the students instead chose to sustain and augment the political 
ambiguity. They set the play in contemporary Canada, placing the play in a senate-scandal-like 
environment. By setting the play in Ottawa and in the Canadian senate, the students hoped to 
highlight the ambiguities between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ characters that they found in the source material. 
Thus some senators were shown both serving their constituents yet snorting cocaine (!) when others’ 
backs were turned. Staging decisions such as these suggested that the original play is pointing to the 
ambiguity in any cause and the self-interested nature of the characters, rather than focusing on the 
rightness or wrongness of individual groups. By casting characters as senators and protestors, this 
group created a highly entertaining scene that managed to communicate the abstract themes present 
in the original text creating a 
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highlighted the co-artistry, critical thinking skills, and the transformations that can happen in a 
classroom through employing performance-based learning. These articles revealed the potential 
boon to engagement from students by focusing on this type of assignment.  

 
Lastly, /$0:)0;5-.$!<544$0' featured a series of articles that looked at teaching theatre and 

performance in the university setting. In Malcom Wittaker’s “An Artist’s Ignorant Turn”, the relevance 
of Rancière’s ideas of a de-centred classroom from "#$!=>-)05-4!?.#))6;5'4$0 became clear. 
Through performance, students were able to learn through experience, allowing them to reveal their 
own expertise and to learn organically through the process. These articles informed the underlying 
philosophy behind creating the assignment and allowed the student-centred process and nature of 
the assignment to come to the fore.  

 
Overall, the articles and research found before class began informed the creation of the 

assignment. The pedagogical strategies undertaken in the assignment were informed by this 
research along with discussions with other educators and past experience with similar assignments.  
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modernization of their plays, they were interested in the plays’ original settings as well as in the steps 
needed to contemporize them. 

 
In discussing their favourite roles (survey question 12) and their favourite parts of the 

assignment (question 13), fifteen out of seventeen cited working with the script to create a distinctive 
interpretation as their favourite part of the assignment. Others cited the fun of working with group 
members and acting. The focus on the interpretation and the way students were eager to explore 
their creativity through developing their own interpretations, discussing them with group members, 
selecting one to feature, and then brainstorming how to convey it on stage suggests that the central 
goals of the class was achieved.  
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