
 
	
Research Assistant Opportunity 
The Simon Fraser University (SFU) Institute for the Study of Teaching and Learning in the Disciplines (ISTLD) 
invites applications for a Research Assistant appointment for the Teaching and Learning Development Grant 
project Assessing the impact of weekly low-stakes assessments on student motivation, engagement, 
and learning in large-enrollment remote courses, to begin September 7, 2021 or earlier. The appointment 
will be concluded by the end of Fall term 2021. 
 
The objective of this project is to determine the impact of asynchronous Class Engagement Activities (CEAs) on 
student motivation, engagement, and learning in two large enrolment first year remote courses (GEOG 104 and 
EVSC 100). CEAs are brief yet challenging low-stakes assessments that ask students to engage with the 
week’s materials in different ways, including short quizzes, reflection exercises, problem solving, creative 
expressions, and application of course concepts to their own lives. The activities are graded for 
effort/completion, and are cumulatively worth between 6-10% of the final grade, depending on the course. Data 
used for this research includes scores on CEAs for 3 terms for each course; final course grades; and student 
surveys. 
 


