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Are generic drugs as good as  
brand-name drugs?

The simple truth
Generic drugs are copies of brand-name drugs. They are just 
as safe, are equal in quality, and much lower in cost than 
brand-name drugs. Choosing generic drugs means you can 
keep money in your pocket where it belongs while helping 
control the cost of your extended health plan. Next time 
you get a prescription, ask your doctor or pharmacist for the 
generic equivalent. 

Generics are SAFE
Health Canada’s approval process for generic drug 
manufacturing is as strict as the process for brand-name 
drugs. In Canada, both brand-name and gener

$26.9 billion that Canadians spent on prescription drugs.

By buying generic drugs, you can save your own hard 
earned dollars and help reduce costs to your health care 
plan. Take a look at the huge cost difference between a 
brand-name drug and a generic drug:

BRAND-NAME:  
Crestor†

GENERIC NAME:  
Rosuvastatin Calcium†

Drug cost: $159.00 Drug cost: $24.90

Plan pays: $127.20 (80%) Plan pays: $19.92 (80%)

Member pays: $31.80 (20%) Member pays: $4.98 (20%)

MEMBER SAVINGS = $26.82 PLAN SAVINGS = $134.10

Many brand-name drugs have generic equivalents and each 
year new ones enter the market. 
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