GUIDELINES TO COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS

*Effective September 1, 2019. These guidelines apply ONLY to PhD students admitted in and after
the Fall semester of 2019. Students admitted prior to this semester should observe and consult
the former Guidelines.

Comprehensive Exams

Comprehensive exams consist of three major scholarly tasks, set in consultation between the
student and the supervisory committee, and are expected to coincide with the supervisory
committee’s areas of research expertise of. Comprehensive exams are intended to demonstrate
breadth and depth of knowledge in recognized fields of scholarship in gender, sexuality and
women’s studies, prepare the student for the development of the thesis proposal, and aid in the
writing of the PhD thesis.
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