
                  SPRING 2023 (1231) 
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF GENDER, SEXUALITY, AND WOMEN’S STUDIES ENCOURAGES CLARITY OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION AND GOOD WRITING. 
STUDENTS WILL BE EVALUATED ON THESE SKILLS IN ALL COURSES GIVEN BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

 
IN ADDITION, THE DEPARTMENT WILL FOLLOW SFU’S ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICIES 

HTTP://WWW.SFU.CA/STUDENTS/ACADEMICINTEGRITY.HTML 
 

 

GSWS 320-4: SPECIAL TOPICS IN GSWS: GENEALOGIES OF RESISTANCE: 
QUEER, FEMINIST, AND TRANS ARCHIVES 
 

PROFESSOR/INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Nadine Attewell 
EMAIL:  nattewel@sfu.ca  Philip traces her family history, reflecting on 

the ancestors from whom she has inherited complex legacies of violence, strength, and transgressive knowledge. Thanks to 
the workings of enslavement, colonialism, and heteropatriarchy, this is a genealogy that is riddled with silences and gaps. At 
the same time, it fuels Philip in her struggles to thrive in a hostile world as a cis Black woman. In this course, we will 
examine the efforts of Indigenous, Black, Asian, and other racialized thinkers to assemble “genealogies of resistance” by 
investigating and documenting queer, trans, and/or feminist pasts. Why and how do QTBIPOC seek knowledge about 
QTBIPOC pasts? Where and by whom is this knowledge held (or archived) and in what forms? What are the emotional, 
ethical, and epistemological demands of working with materials from and about QTBIPOC pasts? Throughout the semester, 
we will discuss scholarship, memoir, film, and visual art by Indigenous and racialized thinkers who ask how queer, trans, 
and/or feminist pasts are remembered and to what ends. We will also investigate online and local archives ourselves, like 
the BC Gay and Lesbian Archives, the Black Trans Archive, the Two-Spirit Archive, and the Archive of Queer Brown Feelings. 
In these ways, we will develop a textured sense of what is involved in seeking to know, imagine, and feel QTBIPOC pasts 
from multiple perspectives.  
 
EDUCATIONAL GOALS:   15%  

Micro essay (300 words)    15%  
Short essay (1000 words)    25%  
Final pro je ct (essay or creat iv e pro jec t)   35%  
 

http://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity.html
http://www.sfu.ca/gsws/undergraduate/courses/Educational_Goals.html

