
             SUMMER 2022 (1224) 
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF GENDER, SEXUALITY, AND WOMEN’S STUDIES ENCOURAGES CLARITY OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION AND GOOD WRITING. 
STUDENTS WILL BE EVALUATED ON THESE SKILLS IN ALL COURSES GIVEN BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

 
IN ADDITION, THE DEPARTMENT WILL FOLLOW SFU’S ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICIES 

HTTP://WWW.SFU.CA/STUDENTS/ACADEMICINTEGRITY.HTML 

 

 

GSWS 823-5: FEMINIST CULTURAL CRITICISM 
 

PROFESSOR/INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. Natasha Patterson 
EMAIL:  ndp@sfu.ca 
OFFICE:  AQ 5104A 
OFFICE HOUR:  TBD 
COURSE TIME AND LOCATION:  Tuesdays 13:30 – 17:20; WMC 2501 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Feminist media studies draw on the disciplines of critical media studies, communication, cultural studies, and women’s, 
gender, and sexuality studies to bring feminist perspectives to understanding media culture. Taking an interdisciplinary and 
intersectional approach, students will explore the various theoretical and methodological approaches to researching the 
media across a variety of feminist perspectives. We will pay particular attention to the epistemological assumptions and 
challenges of feminist media studies research (i.e., How is feminist media studies research conducted? What are the 
different theoretical concepts, methods and methodologies? How is knowledge produced by feminist media scholars and 
who is it for?). The first part of the course will explore seminal works in feminist media theory, and the second part of the 
course will look at different research methods. Course learning will prepare students to think through and conduct their 
own feminist media studies mini-project. Class time will be split between traditional learning (reading and discussing the 
various works), peer-based learning and support (leading discussion and getting project feedback throughout the semester), 
and skill-building where needed (such as developing certain technical or research skills). Note: this class will be run as a 
seminar with minimal lecturing, therefore consistent student attendance and participation is integral to building a critically 
engaging and productive learning environment. Students will be consulted during the first-class regarding course 
expectations and what they hope to achieve during the semester. Graduate students will be asked to collaborate on how 

 
 

http://www.sfu.ca/students/academicintegrity.html
http://www.sfu.ca/gsws/graduate/courses/Educational_Goals.html

