


2

RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE GERONTOLOGY RESEARCH CENTRE 

/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/Grc%20News%2040(1).pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/Grc%20News%2040(1).pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/Grc-News-Spring-2020
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/Grc-News-Spring-2020
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc-news_april-2019.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc-news_april-2019.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/GrcNews_summer.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/GrcNews_summer.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc_dec_2017.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc_dec_2017.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc_august_2017.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/Grc_NEWS/grc_august_2017.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n3_FINAL.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n3_FINAL.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n2_FINAL.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n2_FINAL.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n1.pdf
/content/dam/sfu/grc/stories/grc-news/archive/grcnewsshup/Shupv25n1.pdf


3

RESEARCH FUNDING DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE REFBC ENDOWMENT (2016–PRESENT)
NOV 1, 2021–OCT 31, 2022 
Principal Investigator (Trivic, Z.), Collaborators (Gan, D.R.Y. + 3 Collaborators). Enhancing cognitive reserve in the 

community: Exploring the effects of Sensory Environment and Playfulness on Depression and Cognition (SEPDC) among 

older adults. NAM Healthy Longevity Catalyst Award. US National Academy of Medicine (NAM). 1 year ($25,000).

OCT 1, 2021–SEP 31, 2023 
Principal Investigator (Gan, D.R.Y.). Healthy IDEAS+: A Modified Effectiveness-Implementation Trial to Improve Cognition 

in Community Housing. CIHR Fellowship – Research and Knowledge Translation on Urban Housing and Health. Canadian 

Institute of Health Research (CIHR). 2 years ($90,000).

SEPTEMBER 1, 2021–AUGUST 31, 2023 
Co-Inv. (Andrew Wister), Principal Investigator (Lun Li), Co-Inv. (Y. Lee). “A Longitudinal Analysis of Social Isolation 

Among Family Caregivers Using the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging.” SSHRC Insight  Grant. 2 year ($58,244).

SEP 1, 2021–DEC 31, 2021 
Principal Investigator (Gan, D.R.Y.), Partner (Jewish Community Centre). CAP for Brain Health: Pilot Program. Sfu CERi 

Community-Engaged Research Funding Program. Simon Fraser University Community-Engaged Research Initiative (Sfu 

CERi). 4 months ($4,950).

JULY 1, 2021–JUNE 30, 2022 
Principal Investigator (Gan, D.R.Y.), Collaborators (Wister, A., Chaudhury, H., Best, J.R.). Brain Health in Community. Sfu 

Community Engagement Initiative. Simon Fraser University (Sfu). 1 year ($4,750).

FEBRUARY 1, 2021– JANUARY 31, 2022 
Principal Investigator (Wister, A.), Co-Inv. (Chaudhury, H.), Trainee (Gan, D.R.Y.), Partner (United Way). COVID-19 

Community Wellbeing and Socioeconomic Deprivation in BC: Environmental Scan towards Neighbourhood Social Capital. 

SSHRC Individual Partnership Engage Grants (PEG) COVID-19 Special Initiative. Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council (SSHRC). 1 year ($24,850). 

APRIL 1, 2020–MARCH 31, 2025 
Principal Investigator (Canham, S.L.), CO-Inv./Collaborators (Wister, A. + 13 Co-Is/Collaborators). Aging in the Right Place: 

Building Capacity for Promising Practices that Support Older People Experiencing Homelessness in Montreal, Calgary, 

and Vancouver. CMHC-SSHRC Housing Partnership Grant. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) / Social 

Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC). 5 year ($1,375,000).

APR 1, 2018–MAR 31, 2019 
Determining the Feasibility of a Medical Respite Intervention Study for Older Homeless Patients in Vancouver, BC, BC 

Support Unit Pathway to Patient-Oriented Research (P2P) Award, Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research, ($19,993 

CAD). Research lead: A. Wister; Patient co-lead: C. Danielsen; Trainee: S. Canham.

APR 1, 2017–MAR 31, 2019 
Supporting Partnerships between Health and Homelessness, Homelessness Partnering Strategy, ($128,135 CAD). PI: A. 

Wister; Co-I: S. Canham; Co-applicants: Greater Vancouver Shelter Society, Providence Healthcare; Co-investigators: H. 

Bosma.
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JAN 1, 2017–DEC 31, 2017 
Evaluating the Housing First Approach in the Metro Vancouver Region, Homelessness Partnering Strategy, ($53,147 CAD). 

PI: A. Wister; Co-I: S. Canham; Co-applicant: Greater Vancouver Shelter Society.

MAR 18, 2016–MAR 31, 2017 
Middle-Aged and Older Adults’ Information and Communication Technology Access: A Realist Review, Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Knowledge Synthesis Grant, ($24,453 CAD). PI: A. Sixsmith; Co-Is: S. Canham; J. 

Sixsmith, L. Battersby, M. Fang.

SEPT. 1, 2016–MAR 31, 2017 
 “Research into Gaps in Facility Care for East Asian Cultural Groups.” PI A. Wister (Sarah Canham, Co-PI). Contract for 

SUCCESS. 6 month grant ($18,500).

DEC 1, 2015–AUG 31, 2016 
City of Richmond (British Columbia) RFP to develop a Vancouver Foundation Test Grant Proposal, ($9,000 CAD). PI: A. 

Sixsmith, Co-applicants: S. Canham; L. Battersby, M. Fang.

OCT 1, 2015–SEP 30, 2016 
Mapping Metro Vancouver to Support Housing First Implementation, Homelessness Partnering Strategy Housing First 

Readiness program, ($254,509 CAD). PI: A. Sixsmith; Co-Is: S. Canham, L. Battersby; Co-applicants: Greater Vancouver 

Shelter Society; 211 British Columbia Services Society (bc211).

APRIL 1, 2015–DEC. 31, 2018 
The Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA) Follow-up Wave I Comprehensive and Tracking Cohorts. Wister, A. Sfu 

Lead/Co-Investigator (P. Raina; S. Kirkland; C. Wolfson –PIs). “ Targeted 3 year direct CIHR grant ($41.6 Million; Direct to 

Wister - $975,350 combined for DCS and CATI sites).  CLSA includes a Housing Module created by the GRc.

KEY PUBLICATIONS (2016-PRESENT)
BOOKS/MONOGRAPHS

Gan, D.R.Y., Xia, H., & Stouffs, R. (2022). Knowledge Spillovers: City Planning in the Knowledge Economy. 
Singapore: NUS Centre for Advanced Studies in Architecture. Includes a section on Spatial Planning for Aging 
Populations.

Wister, A. & Cosco, T. D. (Eds) (2021). Resilience and Aging: Emerging Science and New Frontiers. New York, 
NY.: Springer.

Wister, A. Aging as a Social Process: Canada and Beyond, 7th Edition. (2019). Don Mills ON: Oxford University 
Press (500 pp). Includes a Housing Chapter.

Wister, A., O’Dea, E. Fyffe, I., & Wagner, K. (Forth 2019).  Fact Book on Aging in British Columbia and Canada, 
7th Edition. Vancouver, B.C.: Gerontology Research Centre (82 pp). Includes a Housing Section. The Fact Book 
has been produced every five years since receipt of the Refbc funding in the 1980s.
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PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Forthcoming

Gan, D. R. Y., Wister, A., & Best, J. R. (forthcoming). Environmental Influences of Life Satisfaction and 
Depressive Symptoms Among Older Adults with Multimorbidity: CLSA Path Analysis Through Loneliness. 
The Gerontologist.

Wister, A., Li, L., & Mitchell, B.  (in press). A study of social isolation, multimorbidity and multiple role 
demands among middle-age adults based on the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging.International 
Journal of Aging and Human Development.

Wister, A., O’Dea, E, Fyffe, I. & Cosco, T. (in press). A systematic review of technological interventions for 
loneliness and social isolation among community-living older adults. Gerontechnology.

2021

Gan, D. R. Y., & Best, J. R. (2021). Prior social contact prior and mental health trajectories during COVID-19: 
Neighboring protects vulnerable older adults. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 
Health.

Gan, D. R. Y., Chaudhury, H., Mann, J., & Wister, A. (2021). Dementia-friendly neighborhood and the built 
environment: A scoping review. The Gerontologist. https://doi.org/10.1093/geront/gnab019 

Gan, D. R. Y., Fung, J. C., & Cho, I. S. (2021). Neighborhood atmosphere modifies the eudaimonic impact of 
cohesion and friendship among older adults: A multilevel mixed-methods study. Social Science & Medicine, 
270, 113682. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.113682 

Ng, T. K. S., Gan, D. R. Y., Mahendran, R., Kua, E. H., & Ho, R. C.-M. (2021). Social connectedness as a mediator 
for horticultural therapy’s biological effect on community-dwelling older adults: Secondary analyses of a 
randomized controlled trial. Social Science & Medicine. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2021.114191 

Gan, D. R. Y., Mahmood, A., Routhier, F., & Mortenson, W. B. (2021). Walk/wheelability: An inclusive 
instrument-pair for participatory aging-friendly research and practice. The Gerontologist. https://doi.
org/10.1093/geront/gnab079 

Gan, D. R. Y., & Trivic, Z. (2021). Aging and dementia-friendly urban design: New directions for 
interdisciplinary research. Journal of Urban Design and Mental Health, 7.

Gan, D. R. Y., Zhang, L., & Ng, T. K. S. (2021). How do green spaces prevent cognitive decline? A call for 
research-by-design. Journal of Urban Design and Mental Health, 7.

Klasa, K., Galaitsi, S., Wister, A., & Linkov, I. (2021). System models for resilience in gerontology: Application 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. BMC Geriatrics.21:51 https://doi.org/10.1186/s12877-020-01965-2.
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2018

Canham, S.L., Davidson, S., Custodio, K., Mauboules, C., Good, C., Wister, A., & Bosma, H. (2018). Health 
supports needed for homeless persons transitioning from hospital to shelter/housing: A scoping review. 
Health & Social Care in the Community. https://doi.org/10.1111/hsc.12599

Canham, S.L., Wada, M., Battersby, L., Fang, M.L., & Sixsmith, A. (2018). Experiences of a mass 
interinstitutional relocation for long-term care staff. Journal of Housing for the Elderly, 32(2), 160-175. doi:10.1
080/02763893.2018.1431582

Fang, M.L., Canham, S.L., Battersby, L., Wada, M., Sixsmith, J., & Sixsmith, A. (2018, e-pub). Exploring 
privilege in the digital divide: Implications for theory, policy, and practice. The Gerontologist. doi:10.1093/
geront/gny037

Canham, S.L., Fang, M.L., Battersby, L., Woolrych, R., Sixsmith, J., Ren, T.H., & Sixsmith, A. (2018). Contextual 
factors for aging well: Creating socially engaging spaces through the use of deliberative dialogues. The 
Gerontologist, 58(1), 140-148. doi:10.1093/geront/gnx121

Canham, S.L., Battersby, L., Fang, M.L., Wada, M., Barnes, R., & Sixsmith, A. (2018). Senior services that 
support Housing First in Metro Vancouver. Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 61(1), 104-125. doi:10.1080/0
1634372.2017.1391919

2017

Griffith, L., Raina, P., Levasseur, M. Sohel, N., Payette, H., Tuokko, H., van den Huevel, E., Wister, A., Gilsing, 
A., & Patterson, C. (2017). Functional disability and social participation restriction associated with chronic 
conditions in middle-aged and older adults. Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health. 71(4):381–389. 
DOI:10.1136/jech-2016-207982.

2016

Fang, M., Woolrych, R., Sixsmith, J., Canham, S., Battersby, L., & Sixsmith, A. (2016). Place-making with older 
persons: Establishing sense-of-place through participatory community mapping exercises. Social Science & 
Medicine, 168, 223-229. doi:10.1016/j.socscimed.2016.07.007

Wu, T.L., Hall, B.J., Canham, S.L., & Lam, A.I.F. (2016). The association between social capital and depression 
among Chinese older adults living in public housing. Journal of Nervous & Mental Disease, 204(10), 764-769. 
doi:10.1097/NMD.0000000000000561

BOOK CHAPTERS

Wister, A.V. (in press). Health promotion and aging during a pandemic: Risk, resilience and COVID-19. In I. 
Rootman, P. Edwards, M. Levasseur & F. Grunberg (Eds) Health of Older Adults: The Canadian Experience. 
Toronto, ON: Canadian Scholars Press Inc.
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Haq, G. & Gutman, G. (2020). Climate resilience and older people. In D. Gu and M.E. Dupre (Eds.) 
Encyclopedia of Gerontology and Population Aging. Springer. First online 11 Feb 2020. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-319-69892-2_467-1

Fang, M. L., Woolrych, R., Sixsmith, J., Canham, S. L., Battersby, L., Ren, T. H., & Sixsmith, A. (2018). 
Integrating sense-of-place within new housing developments: A community-based participatory research 
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A. Wister Guest on CBC Radio CJAD 800AM Montreal, Natasha Hall Show, “Loneliness in Canada” January 19, 
2018.

A. Wister Guest on CBC Radio All Points West in Victoria, Jason D’Souza Show, “New Minister of Loneliness 
in UK” January 18, 2018. 

A. Wister Guest on CBC Radio Radio West in Kelowna, Sarah Penton Show, “New Minister of Loneliness in 
UK” January 18, 2018.

A. Wister Guest on CBC Radio On the Coast in Vancouver, Gloria Macarenko Show, “New Minister of 
Loneliness in UK” January 18, 2018.

A. Wister Guest on Bell Media 610CKTB Radio St. Catherines, Larry Fedoruk Show, “UK Minister of 
Loneliness” January 18, 2018

A. Wister The Canadian Press, Linda Givetash - “U.K. loneliness minister appointment highlights need for 
Canadian action: experts” January 18, 2018.

A. Wister Guest on CBC Radio One, Manusha Janakiram Show, “Ethnic Specific Long-term Care” May 27, 2017.

NON-REFERRED PROJECT REPORTS

Wister, A. V. & Kadowaki, L. (2021) Social isolation among older adults during the pandemic. Ottawa: Federal, 
Provincial, Territorial Committee on Aging.

Canham, S., O’Dea, E., & Wister, A. (2017). Evaluating the Housing First approach in the Metro Vancouver 
region. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology Research Centre, Sfu. 

Wister, A.V., Canham, S., & Walker, B. (2017). Gaps in facility care for East Asian cultural groups in select 
GVRD communities: A geographic information systems and focus group report. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology 
Research Centre, Sfu. Available: http://summit.Sfu.ca/item/16863 

Battersby, L., Canham, S., Krahn, D., & Sixsmith, A. (2017). Guidelines for en masse interinstitutional 
relocations of long-term care homes. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology Research Centre, Sfu. Available: http://www.
Sfu.ca/content/dam/Sfu/starinstitute/Reports/LTC-Relocations-Guidelines_Feb-2017_DIGITAL(1).pdf 

Canham, S., Battersby, L., & Fang, M.L. (2016). Mapping Metro Vancouver to support Housing First 
implementation. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology Research Centre, Sfu. 

Fang, M.L., Canham, S., Battersby, L., Sixsmith, J., Woolrych, R., Ren, T., & Sixsmith, A. (2016). Collaboration 
café: Co-creating solutions with non-profit housing providers. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology Research Centre, 
Sfu.

Fang, M.L., Woolrych, R., Sixsmith, J., Canham, S., Battersby, L., Ren, T., & Sixsmith, A. (2016). Our place, our 
space: Resident stories and place priorities. Vancouver, BC: Gerontology Research Centre, Sfu.




