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PhD Minimum Funding Policy 
 

This program-level funding policy has been developed to accompany GGR 1.17. 
 
�īĞĐƟǀĞ��ĂƚĞ͗ September 1, 2024 
�ƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ďǇ Criminology Graduate Program Commitee on December 12, 2023. 
�ƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ďǇ�Graduate Studies on January 25, 2024 
 
The primary goal in the development of a minimum funding guarantee is equity, which the 
graduate program in The School of Criminology defines as fairness and jus�ce in the alloca�on 
of funding resources within the School with the goal of enabling impar�al outcomes.  
 
Minimum funding in the PhD program has been established to support students who are not 
engaged in professional work. Students who are working professionals will not receive a 
minimum funding guarantee. For the purposes of this policy, a working professional is defined 
as an individual who has completed formal, specialized educa�on or training in a par�cular area 
and/or has recognized competence in that area, and is employed in a job where their 
specialized knowledge is required. This includes, but is not limited to, professions such as 
teacher, counselor, consultant, accountant, management consultant, electrician, analyst, 
plumber, engineer or physician. All inquiries about what cons�tutes professional work should 
be directed toward Graduate Studies.  
 

1. Students enrolled in the PhD program in Criminology are expected to complete the 
program in four years. Students in the program will be funded for a minimum of

progress in the program, and mee�ng the supervisor’s reasonable expecta�ons as 
detailed in the annual progress review (usually completed via the Graduate Progress 
Report). Con�nued funding may also be con�ngent on students applying for major 
internal and external awards for which they are eligible. In par�cular, the School strongly 
encourages all eligible students to apply for applicable Tri-Council

1 funding in each of 
their first three years in the PhD program. Students are reminded that certain awards 
may not be available a�er their first year of PhD studies, and that awards are generally 
granted for shorter terms a�er the first year PhD studies. 

 
1 The three Tri-Council funding agencies in Canada are the Social Sciences and Humani�es Research Council of 




