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written.  The importance of manufacturing industry to local economies within advanced 

countries and the role of industry in shaping the ‘character’ of places underlay this 
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location dynamics at the level of individual factories (part 2), individual firms (part 3), 

and finally with respect to production systems which comprising bundles of inter-firm 

(and inter-factory) relations in the manufacture of particular products (part 4).    While this  

sequential focus on the factory, the firm and the production system (inter-firm relations) 

reflects the chronology of industrial geography as a sub-discipline, the primary rationale 

for this organization is analytical.    Given the historical and geographical context of 

industrialization outlined in Part I, the factory, the firm and the production system 

represent progressively more complex units of investigation (and location structures) and 

principles and issues in the early parts of the discussion are incorporated and elaborated in 

later parts of the discussion.    

 The book is targeted primarily for senior level undergraduates and represents the 

way I have been teaching my Geography of Manufacturing course at Simon Fraser for 

several years.  In this course, I have found H D Watts’ (1987) Industrial Geography  and 

K Chapman’s and D. Walker’s (1987) Industrial Location   to be extremely useful and 

much appreciated by my students.  Another good text book is E J Malecki's (1991) 

Technology and Economic Development  although as its title implies this book has a 

specific focus on technological change.  My own book, I believe, offers a distinctive 

organization which explicitly links industrial geography with the 'industrial transformation 

problem' (Part I) and progressively builds on the three most theoretically important 

categories of analysis used in industrial geography, namely the factory, the firm and the 

production system (Parts 2-4).  In addition, in comparison to existing texts, there is more 

emphasis placed on production systems, and the related topic of industrial districts, since 

they have been such an important thrust of research within industrial geography over the 

past decade.  In any event I hope that this book will continue to stimulate interest in 

industrial geography and encourage students to continue to think about the relations 

between industrialization and regional development. 
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of Japan.  Over the years, several of my graduate students have provided all kinds of help 

in teaching my course in industrial geography, notably Ben Ofori-Amoah, Eric Grass, 

Kevin Rees, Tanya Behrisch, Jon Skulason and Robyn Adamache and I gladly tip my hat 

to my students at Simon Fraser who have shown considerable patience and understanding 

as guinea pigs in my efforts to get my course and this book properly organized.  Thanks to 

Dieter Soyez and Johannes Hamhaber, summer school in 1995 at the University of 

Cologne provided a relaxing and supportive environment to re-write a draft of this book 

while Iain Stevenson of John Wiley has been most helpful in keeping this back on track.  I 

am also extremely grateful for the support and good humour provided by our front offices 

in the Geography Department at Simon Fraser, including the highly flexible help provided 

by Mary Ward, Marcia Crease and Diane ("tables") Sherry, and the cartographic expertise 

of Ray ("I suppose you want this yesterday") Squirrell and Paul ("sure, that's easy") 

Degrace.  I cannot divulge, however, the support received from Bill, my fellow 

departmental co-conspirator.  Bill, does Hilary know what Ida knew?  
 

 My final words of gratitude are to my family.  Jacquie, Alison, Lynn and Megan 

have been a bedrock of encouragement and support while simultaneously striving mightily 

to enrich my understanding of a wider world.   Thanks, and don't stop!  Finally,  I would 

like to dedicate this book to my parents, Dorothy and Eric ('Ernie') Hayter.   My 

privileged life owes much to them and stands in contrast to their own sacrifices.  They left 

school at age 14.  In Dad's case, between 1942 and 1949, he soon travelled to (present 

day) Myanmar, India, Bangladesh, Egypt, Cyprus and Israel, as a British soldier.  After, I 

left school, in somewhat more comfortable circumstances, I collected degrees in England, 

Canada and the US.  His education may have been more radical but I have been luckier.  

My thanks to him must be posthumous. 


