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SPACE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SMAC) SPACE ALLOCATION PRINCIPLES (05.02.14) 

CONTEXT  
The mission of the Faculty of Health Sciences 
(FHS) is to strive “to improve the health of 
individuals and populations, and to reduce 
health inequities, through excellence in 
interdisciplinary research and education, in 
partnership with local, national and global 
communities with a commitment to social 
justice.” Our vision is to be “a leader in the 
generation and mobilization of interdisciplinary 
knowledge to understand and improve health 
and well-being.” Within this context, FHS is 
committed to an integrative approach to the 
health sciences that is ideally greater than the 
sum of the approaches represented by each of 
the constituent disciplines.  

FHS SPACE  
FHS has grown substantially over the past 
decade, with faculty, staff and research 
personnel based at the Burnaby and Vancouver 
campuses, including many who work closely 
with partner institutions. On the Burnaby 
campus, SFU’s remarkable architectural style 
and relatively compact campus is designed to 
promote interdisciplinary work. Blusson Hall, 
opened in 2008, was designed to encourage this 
tradition by offering flexible and integrated 
work spaces. The Vancouver campus allows 
FHS to link closely with institutional partners 
such as St. Paul’s Hospital and Vancouver 
Coastal Health. The future development of the 
Surrey campus is likely to lead to the creation of 
a significant presence by FHS on a third site.  
In 2009, “Principles and guidelines for the space 
management advisory committee” were adopted 
by the Space Management Advisory Committee 
(SMAC) to help manage space in Blusson Hall. 
As the FHS community has expanded, requests 
for suitable work space by individuals and 
groups have also increased. The size of FHS has 
now reached a stage where requests may exceed 
the physical space available. The Terms of 
Reference for SMAC (Appendix A) calls for the 
review of these principles every three years. 
This policy represents an updated set of 
principles which will be used to guide the 
allocation of space used by the FHS community 
as a whole. While these principles continue to 
focus on the Burnaby campus, and Blusson Hall 
specifically, the use of space by FHS 


