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Sofia 02:03
Yeah,	funny	story.	So	I	had	a	very	convoluted	path	to	SIAT.	So	I	applied.	So	I	wanted	to	become
an	engineer	in	high	school,	and	just	wanting	to	just	get	into	like	a	very,	like	stem	oriented	field.
I	came	from	an	Asian	household.	You	had	to	be	a	doctor	or	lawyer	or	an	engineer.	So	I	chose
the	engineer	path.	And	then	I	did	not	do	so	well	in	my	physics	and	calculus	courses.	So	I	was
thinking,	Okay,	I	actually	just	want	to	work	in	technology.	So	I	heard	that	majority	of	the
technology	field	consisted	of	programmers	or	software	developers.	So	I	actually	applied	to	SFU
to	the	consumer	computer	science	program.	And	then	my	second	choice	was	cognitive	science.
Yeah,	because	they	had	that	psychology	component	to	it.	And	my	mom	was	a	psychology
graduate.	So	she	thought,	you	know,	if	you're	not	sure,	just	combine	two	of	your	favorite
things.	So	like,	okay,	so	I	did	my	first	year	of	computer	science	at	SFU.	I	love	my	programming
courses.	But	again,	I	did	not	do	so	hot	in	calculus.	So	at	the	end	of	my	first	year,	you	know,
summer	of	20	2015,	I	was	like,	Okay,	what's	gonna	be	my	next	step?	So	I	took	half	CS	courses,
I	think	it	was	102	and	100,	and	the	other	half	criminology,	because	I	wanted	to	see,	like	that
lawyer	pass	that	my	mom	was	like,	you	know,	have	that	option.	Maybe,	maybe,	yeah.	And
obviously,	I	fell	in	love	with	the	introductory	100	courses,	and	then	you	know,	that	they	stem
from	there.	But	then	I	also	wanted	to	add	in	my	love	for	just	communicating.	And,	you	know,	I
love	the	idea	of	like,	listening	to	people	and	seeing	how	kind	of	they	the	stories	that	they	tell.
So	I	added	a	joint	majoring	communications	on	top	of	my	my	C	major.	Wow.	Yeah,	the	rest	is
history.

Speaker	2 04:20
Okay.	Wow.	So	you	like	took	many	paths	and	like	tried	everything	out	in	your	essay	and	kind	of
concluded	at	sea?	Yeah.	That's	really	cool.	Yeah.	And	so	it	was	a	double.	It	was	a	minor	major	in
communication.

Sofia 04:34
It	was	the	joint	major	arts	program.	Yep.	And	I	did	the	bachelors	of	science	and	see

Speaker	2 04:40
Wow,	you're	so	cool.	You're	like	trying	everything	and	I	love	that.	Yeah,	I	mean,	like	university
is	all	about	trying,	like	kind	of	dipping	your	toes	into	different	waters	and	like	figuring	out	what
it	is	for	you.	So	like,	now	that	you're	in	SIAT.	What	was	your	experience	like?	So	you	mentioned
that	you	did	three	coops	and	what	kind	of	coops	are	you	doing	like	what	what	were	you	You
kind	of	like	thinking	about	while	you	were	in	SIAT,	but	like,	potential	career	paths	and	things
like	that,

Sofia 05:05
right?	So	I	remember	vividly	that,	you	know,	Stephanie,	you	know,	our	coffee	visor,	yeah.	Like,
would	talk	the	first	years	and	say	Apply	to	coffee	as	early	as	you	can.	And	that	was,	you	know,
second	year.	So	I	got	my	first	year	stuff	out	of	the	way	I	took	235,	I	thought	that	was	very

S

S

S

S

S



second	year.	So	I	got	my	first	year	stuff	out	of	the	way	I	took	235,	I	thought	that	was	very
critical	to	take	before	I,	you	know,	go	out	into	coop,	because	majority	of	the	rules	that	I	wante:㝐ity	of	





and	all	of	that,	where	I	really	like,	I	volunteer	at	those	those	events	now	as	kind	of	a	mentor.
But	as	a	paV─�	pa







Sofia 27:27
I	would	say	it	might	seem	cliche,	but	I	think	it's	also	the	quintessential	ces	experience	is,	if
you've	ever	stayed	late	hours	at	the	studios,	I	think	it	was	our	interaction	design	class,	he	took
it	with	Will,	Oldham	and	my	group	was	just,	we	really	love	the	client	that	we	chose,	it	was	the
Surrey	art	gallery.	And	we	just	wanted	to	make	sure	that,	you	know,	the	insights	that	we
gathered	from	the	I	think	the	the	either	the	curator	of	the	foundation	at	the	time,	really	kind	of
like	spoke	through	our	presentation,	our	prototypes,	and	everything,	and	that	what	we	were
building	was	exactly	what	they	wanted.	So	we	spent	like,	until,	like	4am,	at	that	in	one	of	the
studios	one	night.	And	this	was	like,	the	night	before	the	final	presentation.	And	we	were	we
knew	we	were	like,	not	productive,	but	we	managed	to	like,	get	out	what	we	needed	to	submit.
And	we	were	satisfied	with	what	we	were	doing.	And	we,	you	know,	we	kind	of	close	our
laptops,	we	kind	of	headed	out	it	was	like	wintertime,	so	it's	freezing	outside.	And	the	fact	that
we	had	to	be	on	campus,	like	two	hours	later,	was	like	lingering	in	our	mind.	But	at	least	we	felt
very	accomplished.	And	we	didn't	put	anything	off.	It	didn't	leave	anything	out.	And	you	know,	I
think	we	did	a	good	job	presenting.	We	got	an	okay	grade.	But	what	mattered	to	us	is	the	fact
that,	you	know,	our	client	was	actually	happy	with	with	what	we	produced.	Yeah,	that	was	that
was	my	favorite

Speaker	2 29:26
memory.	I	usually	like	to	end	conversations	with	a	little	fun,	quirky	question.	So	last	question	is
what	is	like	a	kid's	movie	that	completely	scarred	you?	That	has	like	traumatized	me	to	this
day.	For	me,	it's	like,	I	don't	know	if	you	know,	the	book,	Ronald	doll,	the	witches.	They	need	a
movie	version	of	it.	And	it	has	like	the	real	90s	Like	graphics	and	there's	a	scene	where	all	the
witches	gather.	She	like	takes	off	her	mask.	And	I	like	that	traumatizes	me	to	this	day,
wherever	I	see	like	A	group	of	like	women	had	like	a	conference.	I	just	get	like	flashbacks	to
that	scene.	It's	bad.	It's	like,	I	probably	should	not	be	afraid	of	it	as	much	as	I	am.	So	is	it	for
you?

Sofia 30:13
For	me,	it	was	any	of	the	insect	related	movie.	So	A	Bug's	Life,	the	B	movie	as	a	kid,	because	it
just	personified	insects	and	coming	from	a	tropical	country.	We	love	to	like	just	SWAT	like
insects	and	like,	you	know,	kill	them.	But	that	gave	insects	like	a	life	and	a	soul	as	kids.	So	then
whenever	my	dad	was	like,	you	know,	kill	a	spider,	like	a	cockroach,	he'll	be	like,	you	know,
that	that	insect	probably	had	a	soul	and	you	know,	died.	And	so	I	can	I	can	never	really	watch
those	movies	since	because	otherwise	it	would	be	hard	to	like	separate	my,	my,	my
perspective

Speaker	2 31:04
has	a	wife	out	there,	you	know	what	I	mean?	Yeah.

Sofia 31:10
That's	right.	Like,	they	probably	have	like	friends,	they	have	a	colony.	Like,	and	then	you're,
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