
Graduate Supervision for New Faculty: The first semester in five easy steps. 

���� Before your first student: How to prepare for graduate supervision at SFU.
¥ Read the Graduate General Regulations

(�K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���V�I�X���F�D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�������������I�D�O�O���I�H�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���J�U�D�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���K�W�P�O��

Ð these provide the broad framework for graduate��supervision at SFU.
¥ Read the attached document from the Canadian Association for Graduate

Studies statement of guiding principles of graduate supervision.
¥ Read the ÒSFU Graduate Student Admission Handbook.Ó

(http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/dean-gradstudies/currentstudents/SFU-gradhandbook.pdf)

¥ Familiarize yourself with your academic unitÕs graduate program. What is��required 
of students?  Thesis? Extended essay? Exams? Project? How
many courses?

¥ Speak to your colleagues about what is required of a supervisor in your
unit vis-ˆ-vis the requirements for the degree. For example, is the
supervisor to be involved in helping the student select courses? Is the
supervisor expected to get the extended essay into ÔdefensibleÕ form or
just to provide feedback on earlier drafts? What role are supervisors to
play in providing funding for graduate students? How is intellectual
property handled?

¥ Speak to your Graduate Chair about the institutional supports and funding��available 
to students in your unit.

¥ Ease your way into supervision by:
! Agreeing to serve on a graduate supervision committee before

you agree to supervise your first student
! Agreeing to co-supervise your first student with a more seasoned��

colleague
! Teach a graduate seminar in your department
! Join your unitÕs graduate committee to become familiar with the��

functioning and the culture of graduate studies at SFU.
! Read up on the current debates and trends in graduate education

in Canada. The �*�3�6 website provides an up-to-date set of links
to some of this material.

¥ Determine your limits:






