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Troubling comedy in eighteenth-century England 
 
We can learn a lot about a culture by studying its comedy. This course will investigate the 
culture of Restoration and eighteenth-century England by studying the comedy found in its 
plays and novels. Often the comedy is troubling to us due to its adherence to vulnerable 
characters, its violence, or its disruption of generic and behavioural norms. At the same time, 
comedy can also help resist structures of disempowerment. “Comedy has issues”, say Sianne 
Ngai and Lauren Berlant, and we will study such issues in select plays and novels of the long 
eighteenth century.  


