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Guidelines for Manuscript-Based Doctoral Theses 

Faculty of Education (April 2020) 

What is a manuscript-based thesis? 

A manuscript-based thesis is a type of thesis where the candidate submits a coherent collection 
of scholarly manuscripts that are published, in press or submitted for review in peer-reviewed 
academic journals or edited books. It is different from a traditional thesis in that the elements 
of the thesis are independent but related manuscripts. It is similar to a traditional thesis in that 
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What does a manuscript-based thesis (in Education) include? 

A manuscript-based thesis includes the following main parts: 

1. Introduction/Literature review chapter(s) that include background to the research topic,
research problem statement and overall methodological direction. This introduction
should foreground what is included in the thesis and provide the overall context and
rationale for the program of research.

2. At least two first-




