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The SFU Semester in Dialogue: Conflict and Governance 
September-December 2013 

 
DIAL 390, 391, 392 (15 credits)  

13 weeks, 20 students 
SFU Harbour Centre, Vancouver, BC  

 
Faculty 
 
Sean Blenkinsop 
Associate Professor, Undergraduate Semester in Dialogue and the Faculty of Education 
Simon Fraser University 
Email: sblenkin@sfu.ca 
 
 
Geoff Mann 
Associate Professor, Dept. of Geography 
Simon Fraser University 
Email: geoffm@sfu.ca 
 
 
Administration 
 
Linda Bannister 
Course Administrator, 
Undergraduate Semester in Dialogue, 
Simon Fraser University at Harbour Centre 
3306-515 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5K3 
778-782-7893 
ugsid@sfu.ca 
 
 
 
 
Location: SFU Harbour Centre Campus, HC 3050 
 
Time: The program is intensive, meeting five days a week from 10:00-4:00 PM. Note 
that students are not able to take other courses during the semester, or have employment 
or other commitments during the course hours. 
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Course Description 
 
Conflict and contradiction are unavoidable aspects of contemporary life. We encounter 
conflict everywhere: in ourselves, in small groups, and in every organization in which we 
are involved, be they an enterprise, club, political party, team, seminar group, business or 
social movement. We hold beliefs that are inconsistent, we face political or institutional 
contradictions we cannot resolve but must work with. In something as everyday as sports, 
we embrace confrontation as part of our lives. How do we arrange or manage this tension 
and find ways to create conditions within which we can engage conflict positively? How 
do we create collectives that welcome and thrive on difference? 
 
The governance of modern life, at all scales, is more than anything else the process of 
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Op-Ed Piece: You will write and submit an article for a daily newspaper. Initially, you 
will offer a short paragraph and receive feedback, followed by writing and rewriting a 
700-word article to submit as an opinion/commentary piece to a major Canadian 
newspaper.  First paragraph will be due Tuesday Oct. 1st by 9am, first full draft due Oct. 
25th by 9am, and the final piece is due Nov. 19th.   
 
Walking the Talk
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