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Background 
This document describes the outcomes and impact of the 2012 Bruce and Lis Welch 
Community Dialogue: Riots and Restorative Justice. The 2012 program featured keynote 
speaker Dr. Theo Gavrielides, a UK-based expert on restorative justice and human rights.  
 
Dr. Gavrielides drew parallels between the London riots of Summer 2011 and the Vancouver 
Stanley Cup playoff riot to explore whether restorative justice could be applied in the 
Vancouver and Canadian context, both to provide victims with a better sense of reparation and 
closure, and to reduce the risk of re-offense. The visit succeeded in raising the profile of 
restorative justice and contributed to consultations for t
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1. A province-wide plan for diversion, including restorative justice, 
should be developed to include education, quality assurance and 
control, performance measures, reporting and evaluation. 

2. The Criminal Justice and Public Safety Plan for the Province 
should include a performance goal for increased use of 
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• Providing rare learning opportunities, by connecting Theo Gavrielides directly with 
youth who participated in the Stanley Cup Riots and wish to discuss their actions. 
These voices will be incorporated into research to inform future policy actions. 

Conclusion 
The Riots and Restorative Justice program provided a timely contribution to discussions about 
justice reform in British Columbia. The program’s focus on the Stanley Cup riots grounded the 
discussion in circumstances that are widely familiar, allowing for a robust and concrete 
dialogue to emerge. Significant interest from regional media and policy makers has contributed 
to a major endorsement of restorative justice in the BC Justice Reform Initiative as a means to 
provide victims with a better sense of reparation and to reduce the risk of re-offense. 

Appendix A: Media Coverage 
The following coverage in mainstream radio shows and newspapers made a significant 
contribution to the public discourse during the Restorative Justice and Riots program. 

Direct Media Coverage  

Media  Description Potential Exposure 

CBC Radio 
One “The Early 
Edition” 

8-minute interview with Dr. Gavrielides in the last half-hour 
of CBC Radio One’s flagship morning talk show for the 
Lower Mainland. 

#2 radio station in 
Vancouver with 10.7% 
audience share.  

CKNW 980 
“The Bill Good 
Show” 

25-minute interview with Dr. Gavrielides on one of 
Vancouver’s most popular radio news programs. 

#3 radio station in 
Vancouver with 10% 
audience share 

The Vancouver 




