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such a cosmopolitan place."  
Despite her defence of some religions' founders, Armstrong said her key motivation in creating the Charter was
disenchantment with today's religious leaders.  
"You never hear about (compassion) from religions," she said. "When religions come together they're usually
discoursing about some doctrine, or some orthodoxy, or a sexual practice they don't approve of."  
What the world needs now, she said, is for religious people to rediscover their "compassionate voice."  
Every religion, Armstrong said, essentially "insists you cannot confine your benevolence to your own group.
'Love the stranger.' 'Love your enemies,' said Jesus. 'Reach out to all tribes and nations,' says the Koran."  
Since the world is inter-connected as never before, Armstrong said "it's a denial of reality" to confine
compassion to one's family, friends or group.  
"We have created a global market. Politically we're linked as well. What hap-pens in Afghanistan today could
have repercussions in New York or London tomorrow. We're connected electronically on the World Wide Web.
And we face the same environmental catastrophe.  
"We now have to get on with one another. Our cities are multicultural. Look at Vancouver. We find our-selves
living cheek-by-jowl with different people. And we sometimes don't like this. But we've got to do it, because this
is the reality of the global market."  
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