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INTRODUCTIONS	
  

Dr.	
  Marilou	
  MacPhedran,	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Winnipeg’s	
  Global	
  College	
  opened	
  the	
  
session	
  by	
  welcoming	
  participants	
  and	
  making	
  the	
  link	
  between	
  the	
  Global	
  College’s	
  upcoming	
  
conference	
  on	
  the	
  Legal	
  Empowerment	
  of	
  the	
  Poor	
  and	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  greater	
  citizen	
  engagement	
  on	
  
discussions	
  about	
  foreign	
  policy.	
  	
  Marilou	
  introduced	
  the	
  facilitator	
  and	
  co-­‐host	
  Shauna	
  Sylvester,	
  a	
  
Fellow	
  at	
  Simon	
  Fraser	
  University’s	
  Centre	
  for	
  Dialogue	
  and	
  the	
  founding	
  director	
  of	
  Canada’s	
  World.	
  	
  	
  

Shauna	
  provided	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  dialogue	
  agenda	
  and	
  led	
  the	
  group	
  through	
  a	
  round	
  of	
  
introductions.	
  	
  In	
  introducing	
  themselves,	
  participants	
  responded	
  to	
  two	
  questions:	
  	
  In	
  thinking	
  about	
  
Canada’s	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  





	
  
Icelanders	
  have	
  taught	
  me	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  be	
  more	
  a	
  nation	
  than	
  we	
  are;	
  they	
  know	
  that	
  
we	
  are	
  more	
  than	
  	
  unarmed	
  Americans	
  with	
  health	
  insurance;	
  	
  The	
  Maori	
  of	
  New	
  Zealand	
  have	
  shown	
  
me	
  a	
  different	
  way	
  of	
  being	
  for	
  Aboriginal	
  people.	
  	
  Canada	
  has	
  created	
  a	
  mechanism	
  of	
  oppression	
  for	
  
First	
  Nations–	
  we	
  are	
  around	
  78th	
  in	
  the	
  human	
  development	
  index	
  for	
  indigenous	
  people.	
  Aboriginal	
  
people	
  aren’t	
  covered	
  by	
  the	
  human	
  rights	
  act	
  and	
  we	
  voted	
  against	
  the	
  International	
  Declaration	
  on	
  
Indigenous	
  Rights	
  last	
  year.	
  	
  Our	
  reputation	
  is	
  sliding	
  fast	
  internationally	
  
	
  
Need	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  who	
  is	
  perceiving	
  us:	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  a	
  Cambodian	
  refugee	
  might	
  say	
  that	
  Canada	
  is	
  cold	
  
but	
  it	
  is	
  safe.	
  	
  In	
  earlier	
  years	
  there	
  were	
  	
  14,500	
  coming	
  from	
  US	
  to	
  Canada	
  as	
  opposed	
  to	
  250	
  going	
  the	
  
other	
  way.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  falsely	
  perceived	
  as	
  peacebuilders	
  and	
  honest	
  brokere.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  also	
  perceived	
  as	
  the	
  
harmless	
  retarded	
  little	
  brother	
  of	
  the	
  US.	
  	
  With	
  our	
  position	
  on	
  Kyoto,	
  	
  our	
  position	
  on	
  asbestos,	
  our	
  
standing	
  with	
  only	
  have	
  85	
  peacekeepers	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  some	
  people	
  are	
  starting	
  to	
  believe	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  
become	
  the	
  lap	
  dogs	
  of	
  the	
  US.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  world	
  might	
  see	
  us	
  as	
  having	
  the	
  potential	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  honest	
  
broker,	
  the	
  US	
  takes	
  us	
  for	
  granted.	
  
	
  



	
  
We	
  have	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  grassroots	
  solutions	
  to	
  addressing	
  global	
  problems,	
  for	
  example,	
  	
  there	
  are	
  
organizations	
  	
  and	
  individuals	
  



reputation	
  and	
  who	
  seek	
  to	
  inspire	
  citizens	
  to	
  articulate	
  and	
  advance	
  a	
  new	
  international	
  policy	
  for	
  
Canada	
  -­‐	
  a	
  policy	
  that:	
  

- builds	
  on	
  Canadian	
  historical	
  experience,	
  interests,	
  values	
  and	
  assets;	
  	
  
- 



Interdependence	
  
Understanding	
  
Respecting	
  differences	
  
Understanding	
  the	
  values	
  of	
  others	
  
Citizens	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  	
  
Global	
  relationships	
  awareness	
  of	
  other	
  approaches	
  and	
  impacts	
  
Mutual	
  	
  benefits	
  
Support	
  our	
  neighbours	
  
Engagement	
  with	
  others	
  
Security	
  -­‐	
  	
  economic,	
  human	
  and	
  social	
  capital	
  
Environment	
  economy\health	
  issues	
  
Aid	
  	
  
Build	
  on	
  our	
  strengths	
  
Youth	
  	
  	
  
Lack	
  confidence	
  

	
  

CANADIAN	
  VALUES,	
  INTERESTS	
  AND	
  ASSETS	
  	
  
	
  
Participants	
  were	
  then	
  asked	
  to	
  define	
  Canadian	
  values,	
  interests	
  and	
  assets	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  our	
  global	
  
connectivity?	
  	
  The	
  following	
  table	
  was	
  created	
  by	
  the	
  participants	
  [the	
  numbers	
  beside	
  specific	
  words	
  
indicates	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  times	
  this	
  descriptor	
  was	
  repeated].	
  
	
  

VALUES	
   INTERESTS	
   ASSETS	
  

Fairness/	
  Equity	
  (6)	
  

Justice	
  

Faith	
  Education	
  

Cooperation	
  

Sharing	
  

Respect	
  

Politeness	
  

Multiculturalism	
  

Respect	
  for	
  Diversity	
  (3)	
  

Equality	
  

Safety	
  

Prosperity	
  (2)	
  

Friendship	
  

Mutual	
  respect	
  

Recognizing	
  the	
  have	
  and	
  
have-­‐nots	
  and	
  assist	
  the	
  
have-­‐nots	
  

Opportunity	
  

Economic	
  development	
  

Fairness	
  for	
  aboriginal	
  
people	
  

Well	
  meaning	
  people	
  (2)	
  

Diversity	
  (4)	
  

Cross	
  cultural	
  sensitivity	
  	
  

Experience	
  with	
  
multiculturalism	
  

Aid	
  

Educational	
  system	
  (2)	
  

Geography	
  

Consumer	
  power	
  

Second	
  career	
  





• What	
  we	
  have	
  lost	
  and	
  what	
  we	
  need	
  is	
  political	
  vision,	
  not	
  governing	
  by	
  polls.	
  	
  Take	
  on	
  challenges	
  
like	
  Trudeau	
  –	
  he	
  brought	
  forward	
  a	
  vision;	
  political	
  vision	
  can	
  re-­‐establish	
  our	
  position	
  to	
  resolve	
  
inequities,	
  domestically	
  we	
  could	
  be	
  embarrassed	
  unless	
  we	
  had	
  things	
  in	
  order,	
  particularly	
  with	
  
Aboriginal	
  people	
  

	
  
• Recognize	
  the	
  incredible	
  danger	
  in	
  the	
  huge	
  income	
  gaps	
  within	
  and	
  between	
  countries;	
  look	
  at	
  

cooperatives	
  and	
  learn	
  how	
  to	
  build	
  models	
  elsewhere	
  
	
  

• 



•


