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INTRODUCTIONS	
  

Todd	
  Lane	
  introduced	
  the	
  facilitator	
  and	
  host	
  Shauna	
  Sylvester,	
  a	
  Fellow	
  at	
  Simon	
  Fraser	
  University’s	
  
Centre	
  for	
  Dialogue	
  and	
  the	
  founding	
  director	
  of	
  Canada’s	
  World.	
  	
  Shauna	
  provided	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  
brief	
  lunch	
  session	
  and	
  led	
  the	
  group	
  through	
  a	
  round	
  of	
  introductions.	
  	
  In	
  introducing	
  themselves,	
  
participants	
  responded	
  to	
  two	
  questions:	
  	
  In	
  relation	
  to	
  foreign	
  policy,	
  	
  how	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  others	
  
perceive	
  Canada?	
  	
  How	
  would	
  you	
  like	
  Canada	
  to	
  be	
  perceived?	
  

How	
  others	
  perceive	
  Canada	
  –	
  participant	
  reflections:	
  

Canada	
  was	
  said	
  most	
  often	
  to	
  be	
  viewed	
  as	
  a	
  friendly	
  peace	
  keeping	
  nation.	
  Many	
  felt	
  that	
  Canada	
  is	
  
seen	
  as	
  a	
  middle	
  power	
  that	
  is	
  sometimes	
  perceived	
  as	
  distinct	
  from	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  but	
  sometimes	
  is	
  
considered	
  to	
  be	
  riding	
  on	
  the	
  United	
  States’	
  coattails.	
  There	
  seemed	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  broad	
  consensus	
  that	
  
Canadian	
  foreign	
  policy	
  should	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  a	
  different	
  period,	
  yet	
  there	
  was	
  debate	
  around	
  the	
  period	
  
that	
  the	
  participants	
  wanted	
  to	
  go	
  back	
  to.	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  discussion	
  about	
  moving	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Pearson	
  
era	
  or	
  Canada	
  under	
  Diefenbaker.	
  	
  

How	
  participants	
  would	
  like	
  Canada	
  to	
  be	
  perceived?	
  

The	
  participants	
  seemed	
  near	
  unanimous	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  that	
  they	
  wanted	
  Can



OVERVIEW	
  OF	
  CANADA’S	
  WORLD	
  

Shauna	
  provided	
  an	
  overview	
  noting	
  that	
  the	
  aim	
  of	
  Canada’s	
  World	
  is	
  to	
  engage	
  Canadians	
  in	
  all	
  
provinces	
  in	
  creating	
  a	
  new	
  narrative	
  for	
  Canada’s	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  –	
  a	
  story	
  that	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  who	
  we	
  
are	
  now	
  as	
  a	
  country,	
  not	
  who	
  we	
  were	
  50	
  years	
  ago.	
  	
  	
  

Shauna	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  idea	
  for	
  Canada’s	
  World	
  came	
  from	
  several	
  years	
  of	
  international	
  work	
  and	
  
recognizing	
  that	
  Canada’s	
  reputation	
  in	
  the	
  global	
  arena	
  was	
  eroding.	
  	
  Shauna	
  argued	
  that	
  this	
  erosion	
  



CANADIAN	
  VALUES,	
  INTERESTS	
  AND	
  ASSETS	
  

Participants	
  were	
  asked	
  to	
  define	
  Canadian	
  values,	
  interests	
  and	
  assets	
  in	
  relationship	
  to	
  our	
  
foreign	
  policy.	
  	
  Each	
  participant	
  posted	
  their	
  thoughts	
  on	
  notes	
  and	
  grouped	
  them	
  on	
  a	
  
cabinet.	
  	
  Below	
  is	
  a	
  listing	
  of	
  the	
  ideas	
  generated	
  by	
  the	
  group.	
  	
  The	
  notes	
  appear	
  in	
  no	
  
particular	
  order.	
  	
  

Values	
  	
  

Rule	
  of	
  law,	
  human	
  right,	
  environmentalism,	
  honest	
  broker,	
  equitability,	
  power	
  for	
  peace,	
  
peace	
  keeper,	
  anti-­‐military-­‐ism,	
  human	
  security,	
  multiculturalism,	
  diversity,	
  fairness,	
  peace,	
  
solidarity,	
  disconnect	
  between	
  talk	
  and	
  action,	
  independence	
  from	
  US,	
  greed,	
  peaceful	
  actor,	
  
multiculturalism	
  

Interests	
  

Expanding	
  trading,	
  free	
  trade,	
  arctic	
  sovereignty,	
  nation	
  building,	
  coexistence	
  of	
  people,	
  
leadership,	
  environment,	
  labour,	
  alliance,	
  sustainable	
  development,	
  strong	
  EU,	
  diverse	
  role,	
  
energy	
  security,	
  security,	
  strong	
  financially	
  and	
  political,	
  peaceful	
  actions,	
  alliance	
  with	
  heads	
  of	
  
state,	
  role	
  in	
  law,	
  Middle	
  East,	
  environmentalism	
  

Assets	
  

Water,	
  natural	
  resources,	
  resources	
  (lots	
  of	
  resources),	
  strong	
  connect	
  through	
  immigrant	
  community,	
  



• 


