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INTRODUCTIONS	  

Jeff	  Kohl,	  a	  resident	  of	  Perth	  and	  a	  participant	  in	  the	  Canada’s	  World	  National	  Dialogue	  opened	  the	  
sessions,	  welcomed	  participants	  	  and	  introduced	  Shauna	  Sylvester,	  the	  Director	  of	  Canada’s	  World.	  	  	  

Shauna	  provided	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  evening	  and	  led	  the	  group	  through	  a	  round	  of	  introductions.	  	  In	  
introducing	  themselves,	  participants	  responded	  to	  the	  following	  question:	  	  What	  is	  one	  hope	  and	  one	  
concern	  you	  have	  for	  Canada	  in	  the	  World?	  

Hopes	  and	  Concerns:	  

Participants	  identified	  the	  following	  hopes	  and	  concerns:	  

OVERVIEW	  OF	  CANADA’S	  WORLD	  

Shauna	  provided	  an	  overview	  noting	  that	  the	  aim	  of	  Canada’s	  World	  is	  to	  engage	  Canadians	  in	  all	  
provinces	  in	  creating	  a	  new	  narrative	  for	  Canada’s	  role	  in	  the	  world	  –	  a	  story	  that	  is	  based	  on	  who	  we	  
are	  now	  as	  a	  country,	  not	  who	  we	  were	  50	  years	  ago.	  	  	  

Shauna	  noted	  that	  the	  idea	  for	  Canada’s	  World	  came	  from	  several	  years	  of	  international	  work	  and	  
recognizing	  that	  Canada’s	  reputation	  in	  the	  global	  arena	  was	  eroding.	  	  Shauna	  argued	  that	  this	  erosion	  
did	  not	  begin	  with	  the	  current	  government,	  but	  could	  be	  traced	  back	  to	  the	  early	  1990s	  (with	  the	  
exception	  of	  the	  years	  when	  Canada	  pursued	  the	  human	  security	  agenda,	  which	  was	  led	  by	  Lloyd	  
Axworthy	  but	  was	  not	  supported	  by	  the	  government	  when	  he	  stepped	  down	  as	  Foreign	  Minister).	  	  	  	  

Unlike	  traditional	  policy	  reviews	  and	  consultations	  led	  by	  government,	  Shauna	  noted	  that	  Canada’s	  



Canada’s	  international	  reputation	  and	  who	  seek	  to	  inspire	  citizens	  to	  articulate	  and	  advance	  a	  new	  
vision	  for	  Canada	  that	  is	  based	  on	  who	  we	  are	  now	  as	  a	  country,	  now	  who	  we	  were	  50	  years.	  	  

	  
	  

TIMELINE	  OF	  CANADA’S	  ROLE	  IN	  THE	  WORLD	  

Participants	  were	  asked	  to	  fill	  in	  a	  line	  that	  nominally	  started	  at	  1931	  (the	  Statute	  of	  Westminster	  
when	  Canada	  received	  independence	  from	  England	  for	  our	  foreign	  policy)	  to	  2009.	  	  Participants	  were	  
asked	  to	  note	  the	  key	  events	  and	  initiatives	  that	  helped	  shape	  their	  understanding	  of	  Canada’s	  role	  in	  
the	  world.	  	  

	  

CANADIAN	  VALUES,	  INTERESTS	  AND	  ASSETS	  

Participants	  were	  asked	  to	  define	  Canadian	  values,	  interests	  and	  assets	  in	  relationship	  to	  
Canada’s	  role	  in	  the	  world.	  	  Each	  participant	  posted	  their	  thoughts	  on	  notes	  and	  grouped	  
them	  on	  the	  wall.	  	  Below	  is	  a	  listing	  of	  the	  ideas	  generated	  by	  the	  group.	  	  The	  notes	  appear	  in	  
no	  particular	  order.	  	  

Values	  	  

Respect	  for	  difference,	  Altruism,	  Peace	  with	  not	  over,	  democracy,	  diversity,	  community	  service,	  
equity,	  equality	  of	  opportunity,	  social	  justice,	  respectful	  of	  different	  cultures,	  education	  

Interests	  

Sovereignty,	  security	  –	  resources,	  food,	  climate,	  local	  and	  international,	  social	  engagement,	  
Improved	  government	  and	  faster	  action	  on	  issues,	  Aid	  for	  Africa,	  sustainable	  environmental	  
impacts,	  economic	  integration,	  securing	  our	  resources,	  good	  government,	  local	  government,	  
better	  government,	  self-‐governance	  

Assets	  

Education,	  well-‐



Participants	  were	  asked	  to	  work	  with	  a	  partner.	  	  Each	  dyad	  was	  given	  a	  target	  audience	  and	  
asked	  to	  develop	  specific	  actions	  they	  could	  take	  to	  address	  climate	  change.	  	  

Provincial/municipal	  Government:	  

• Focus	  on	  the	  management	  of	  transportation	  –	  ramp	  up	  public	  transportation	  
recognizing	  there	  will	  be	  a	  trade	  off	  from	  single	  occupancy	  vehicles.	  	  Provide	  better	  



• Propose	  solutions	  to	  the	  public	  and	  communicate	  the	  solutions	  from	  the	  scientific	  
community	  

• Strengthen	  the	  bond	  between	  government	  and	  the	  public;	  build	  trust	  in	  public	  
institutions	  –	  focus	  on	  the	  mandate	  to	  act	  

Labour:	  

• Reduce	  the	  work	  week	  –	  give	  people	  the	  time	  to	  look	  after	  themselves	  and	  get	  more	  
involved	  publicly	  

• Transition	  from	  primary	  industry	  to	  a	  greener	  industry;	  promote	  creativity;	  avoid	  getting	  
institutional	  about	  entrepreneurs	  

• Value	  a	  diversified	  economy	  

• Expand	  and	  support	  the	  social	  economy	  –	  support	  medicare	  and	  efforts	  to	  decrease	  
poverty	  

Citizens:	  

• Promote	  greater	  access	  to	  information	  and	  awareness	  

• Lead	  and	  stimulate	  discussion	  of	  climate	  change	  in	  community	  and	  schools;	  	  

• Promote	  public	  dialogue	  –	  mirroring	  what	  we	  are	  doing	  tonight	  	  

• Support	  people	  to	  evaluate	  their	  own	  lifestyles;	  leading	  them	  to	  less	  consumerism	  –	  
e.g.light	  bulbs,	  size	  of	  home	  and	  size	  of	  car.	  	  

EVALUATION	  

As	  part	  of	  the	  closing,	  participants	  were	  asked	  to	  identify	  what	  they	  liked	  and	  didn’t	  liked	  
about	  the	  session	  and	  to	  indicate	  if	  there	  was	  any	  pressing	  issue	  that	  they	  wanted	  to	  address	  
that	  had	  not	  yet	  been	  raised:	  	  

What	  come	  participants	  liked:	  

Recognition	  that	  we	  have	  common	  values	  and	  ideas	  

Well	  done.	  Good	  facilitation,	  good	  process,	  good	  sense	  of	  timing,	  crisp.	  

Enjoyed	  getting	  together	  in	  a	  smaller	  group.	  	  Interesting	  process	  that	  should	  be	  repeated	  in	  
future	  world	  cafes.	  	  	  



	  Fantastic	  to	  be	  a	  part	  of	  something	  so	  engaging.	  

Amazed	  at	  the	  wisdom	  of	  the	  group.	  	  As	  we	  do	  this	  type	  of	  dialogue	  and	  we	  work	  ahead	  how	  do	  
we	  let	  people	  know	  that	  they	  can	  make	  a	  difference?	  

Like	  the	  size	  of	  the	  group.	  

The	  evening	  was	  crisp	  and	  well	  refined,	  like	  Al	  Gore.	  

The	  university	  location	  was	  good	  –	  it	  helped	  focus	  on	  the	  seriousness	  of	  the	  issues	  and	  on	  the	  
ideas.	  	  

What	  participants	  didn’t	  like:	  

We	  did	  not	  explore	  the	  clashes	  of	  ideas	  that	  happened	  in	  the	  smaller	  group	  within	  the	  bigger	  
group.	  

It	  was	  too	  



university	  is	  a	  place	  for	  transformation	  ;	  important	  to	  me,	  more	  easy	  to	  concentrate	  on	  these	  
issues	  	  


