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false. A separate group of participants was asked to rate the speakers’ sentences on perceived 

accentedness and how easy/hard they thought it was to understand them (i.e., their comprehensibility).  

 

Results. Most importantly, this study found no evidence of speaker ethnicity affecting processing 

speeds. This is not necessarily conflicting with previous studies’ findings that ethnicity affected 

perceived accentedness and understanding; after all, this study looked at the effect of ethnicity on a 

listener’s automatic speech processing, instead of their conscious ratings of guises. The results did not 

support the bias hypothesis or the expectation mismatch explanation, but do lend some credence to 

the third explanation that perhaps previous studies tapped into listeners’ conscious evaluations of the 

speakers, rather than their actual perceptions.  

Some other interesting findings that corroborated previous findings (see Munro & Derwing, 

1995) were that (1) it took listeners significantly longer to process foreign-accented speech, (2) listeners 

were more likely to make identification errors when listening to Japanese-accented statements than 

Canadian-accented statements, (3) low comprehensibility was associated with longer RTs, and finally 

that (4) false statements were more likely to be correctly identified than true statements, but they also 

took longer to process. 

 

Future plans derived from this project. The data gathered from this study was considered 

preliminary because of a methodological drawback that needs to be addressed in an extension study. 

Listeners indicated that they quickly started disassociating the photograph from the voice because 

they were shown all face-voice combinations throughout the experiment. To prevent this from 

happening in the next experiment, the next phase will use a blocked rather than mixed design, i.e., 

each listener will only see four guises whose face and voice combinations are kept the same. 

Additionally, videos will be used in the follow-up study to strengthen the belief that the voice truly 

belongs to the speaker. Other than that, the next phase will be a replication of the first study.  

 

Expenditures. Any remaining funds from this study will be used to pay for this proposed next phase. 

Expenses include video editing software, paying voice donors and participants, and statistical support. 

The DLC will be credited for helping fund the next study as well.  
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