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AWARDS AND HONOURS


2022	 	 Best Director Special Mention, Mokkho International Film Festival, Pondicherry, India

2020	 	 Co-Nominee. Simon Fraser University SSHRC Impact Award (Institutional Nominee: Dr. Dara Culhane)

	 	 Best Director Award, Everest International Film Festival, Siliguri, India

2019	 	 New Directions Group Award, American Anthropology Association, USA

	 	 Best Narrative Director Award, Kadoma International Film Festival, Kadoma, Japan

	 	 Best Emerging Director Award, Ayodhya Film Festival, Ayodhya, India

2014	 	 Best Emerging Director Award, Locarno Film Festival, Locarno, Switzerland

	 	 Director in Focus, Festival Scope

2012	 	 Berlinale Talent, Berlin International Film Festival, Berlin, Germany

	 	 TIFF Industry Talent, Toronto International Film Festival, Toronto, Canada

	 	 Most Promising Filmmaker Award, Ann Arbor Film Festival, Ann Arbor, MI, USA

	 	 PIX Sessions Emerging Filmmaker, CPH PIX Film Festival, Copenhagen, Denmark

	 	 Invited Filmmaker. Film Independent Filmmakers Retreat, Skywalker Ranch, Marin County, CA, USA


CURRENT RESEARCH


Research Interests


https://ia601502.us.archive.org/15/items/mokkho-international-film-festival/Mokkho%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200526201241/http://www.everestfilmfest.com/winner-1-season/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190927172300/http://www.sfu.ca/sociology-anthropology/news-events/news-2019/sfu-members--work-recognized-with-prestigious-anthropology-award.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107173554/https://kadoma-filmfes2019.themedia.jp/pages/3135659/page_201908181343
https://web.archive.org/web/20191227071406/https://www.ayodhyafilmfestival.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107182554/https://www.locarnofestival.ch/en/LFF/program/archive/film/La-creazione-di-significato?fid=763969&eid=67
https://ia904708.us.archive.org/26/items/gmail-festival-scope-selects-the-italian-job/Gmail%20-%20Festival%20Scope%20Selects_%20The%20Italian%20Job.pdf
https://www.berlinale-talents.de/bt/talent/simoneandrea-rapisarda2/profile
https://www.tiff.net/industry-alumni
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107182842/https://www.aafilmfest.org/single-post/2013/04/03/50TH-AAFF-JURY-AWARDS
https://web.archive.org/save/https://www.screendaily.com/festivals/cph-pix-to-host-events-for-25-emerging-film-makers/5040881.article
https://web.archive.org/web/20200401185910/https://www.filmindependent.org/press-releases/film-independent-announces-2012-los-angeles-film-festival-line-up-closing-night-premiere/
https://en.ibidemfilms.org/and_that_s_how_the_light_gets_in


2024	 Perseo (Perseus, feature film, Italy/Canada, ~90 min). Ibidem Films

	 Current stage: production (expected release: Spring 2024)

	 Role: Sole Investigator (Writer/Director/Editor/Sound Designer)


	 Funding: Canada Council for the Arts, Concept to Realization Grant (2021: $100,000)


	 Description: Exploring the potential of  transdisciplinary cinema, this experimental documentary/fiction 
hybrid feature film project conjures the character of  a modern Perseus, a healer whom we accompany on 

https://en.ibidemfilms.org/perseus
https://web.archive.org/web/20191016000845/http://www.sfu.ca/sca/events---news/past-events/the-spirit-of-place--simone-rapisarda-casanova.html
https://en.ibidemfilms.org/in_the_garden_of_forking_paths
https://ia801607.us.archive.org/2/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-honorable-mention-phare-international-film-festival-2023/In%20the%20Garden%20of%20Forking%20Paths%20-%20Honorable%20Mention%20@%20Phare%20International%20Film%20Festival%202023.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-awarded-gully-international-film-festival
https://web.archive.org/web/20230125143153/https://www.ciff.co.in/winning-list_2023.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20221031070903/https://mannheimartsandfilmfestival.com/winners-2022/
https://ia904701.us.archive.org/22/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-awarded-bettiah-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20awarded%20@%20Bettiah%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-international-smyrna-movie-festival
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/15/items/mokkho-international-film-festival/Mokkho%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011173922/http://www.riff.co.in/october2022.html
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/4/items/official-competition-awards-wallachia-international-film-festival/OFFICIAL%20COMPETITION%20&%20AWARDS%20%E2%80%93%20Wallachia%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011192408/https://oaiff.com/jiff/
https://www.fifflondon.org/post/fifflondon-winners-AUGUST-2022-edition
https://web.archive.org/web/20221009093725/https://giff-sikkim.com/monthly-results-august-2022/


https://web.archive.org/web/20220930113558/https://cineparisfilmfestival.com/index.php/winners-2022/
https://ia601403.us.archive.org/14/items/tamizhagam-international-film-festival/Tamizhagam%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia601404.us.archive.org/34/items/nawada-international-film-festival/Nawada%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220930100443/https://walesfilmfestival.com/
https://ia601504.us.archive.org/24/items/best-documentary-feature-film-sittannavasal-international-film-festival-2022/Best%20documentary%20Feature%20Film,%20Sittannavasal%20International%20Film%20Festival%202022.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220930092532/https://www.thesiff.com/winners-august-august-2022/
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011191047/https://tiff-b.com/films-of-the-month-july-2022/
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/14/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-brighton-rocks-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Brighton%20Rocks%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia601509.us.archive.org/14/items/athvikvaruni-international-film-festival-2022/AthvikvaruniInternationalFilmFestival2022.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221001181112/http://web.archive.org/screenshot/https://scafafest.wixsite.com/sfaaf/winners-6-9
https://web.archive.org/web/20220915095446/https://internationalgreenfilmfestival.wordpress.com/2022/09/05/june-2022-to-september-2022-result/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220512185646/https://diff-bt.com/monthly-results-september-2021/
https://ia601602.us.archive.org/32/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-phare-international-film-festival-2023/In%20the%20Garden%20of%20Forking%20Paths%20@%20Phare%20International%20Film%20Festival%202023.pdf
https://ia904709.us.archive.org/28/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-bharat-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Bharat%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20230122041714/https://www.ciff.co.in/screening_schedule.html
https://ia904701.us.archive.org/8/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-pambujan-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Pambujan%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia904706.us.archive.org/20/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-gully-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Gully%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-bettiah-international-film-festival
https://web.archive.org/web/20221213124943/http://screenings.festti.com/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths/
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/13/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-bali-film-days/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20%20@%20Bali%20FilmDays.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-lulea-international-film-festival
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/15/items/mokkho-international-film-festival/Mokkho%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011173922/http://www.riff.co.in/october2022.html
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/4/items/official-competition-awards-wallachia-international-film-festival/OFFICIAL%20COMPETITION%20&%20AWARDS%20%E2%80%93%20Wallachia%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://archive.org/details/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-international-smyrna-movie-festival
https://ia601405.us.archive.org/30/items/tamizhagam-international-film-festival-os/Tamizhagam%20International%20Film%20Festival%20OS.pdf
https://ia601404.us.archive.org/34/items/nawada-international-film-festival/Nawada%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220930130337/http://sittannavasalfilmfestival.co.in/img/SITTANNAVASAL%20WINNER'S%20LIST%20SEPTEMBER%202022.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20221001181447/http://web.archive.org/screenshot/https://scafafest.wixsite.com/sfaaf/official-selection-6-9
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/30/items/athvikvaruni-international-film-festival-2022-os/AthvikvaruniInternationalFilmFestival2022-OS.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220915202655/https://walesfilmfestival.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220915095446/https://internationalgreenfilmfestival.wordpress.com/2022/09/05/june-2022-to-september-2022-result/
https://ia904707.us.archive.org/24/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-boden-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Boden%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220915085932/https://antropviz.wixsite.com/vizantropfest/program
https://web.archive.org/web/20221031070903/https://mannheimartsandfilmfestival.com/winners-2022/
https://ia801504.us.archive.org/34/items/jaisalmer-international-film-festival-os/Jaisalmer%20International%20Film%20Festival%20-%20OS.pdf
https://www.fifflondon.org/post/fifflondon-winners-AUGUST-2022-edition
https://web.archive.org/web/20220930113558/https://cineparisfilmfestival.com/index.php/winners-2022/
https://ia601501.us.archive.org/19/items/gangtok-international-film-festival-2022/GangtokInternationalFilmFestival2022.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220930092532/https://www.thesiff.com/winners-august-august-2022/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220829122057/https://www.festivalierapetra.gr/index.php/en/?option=com_content&view=article&id=141&id_films=12040
https://web.archive.org/web/20221011191047/https://tiff-b.com/films-of-the-month-july-2022/
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/14/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-brighton-rocks-international-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Brighton%20Rocks%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220829095220/https://www.darbhangaiff.in/_files/ugd/ee9378_b82a6764d8814a499c020546d2780016.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220512190720/https://filmfestbremen.com/en/node/644
https://web.archive.org/web/20220829101136/https://press.bueiff.com/2022/01/07/award-winners-results-8th-edition-bueiff-2022/
https://web.archive.org/web/20220213184750/https://spiff.eventive.org/films/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-61bcfe72dd3bca006894a3e3
https://web.archive.org/web/20220213191509/https://festbayamon.wordpress.com/seleccion-oficial-2022/
https://ia904706.us.archive.org/16/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-maam-muestra-de-antropologia-audiovisual-de-madrid/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20MAAM%20-Muestra%20de%20Antropologi%CC%81a%20Audiovisual%20de%20Madrid-.pdf
https://ia601504.us.archive.org/26/items/in-the-garden-of-forking-paths-cannes-world-film-festival/IN%20THE%20GARDEN%20OF%20FORKING%20PATHS%20@%20Cannes%20World%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20220512185646/https://diff-bt.com/monthly-results-september-2021/


2018	 Zanj Hegel la (Hegel’s Angel, Haiti/USA/Canada/Italy, 70 min). Ibidem Films

	 Role: Sole Investigator (Director/Co-Writer/Co-Producer/Cinematographer/Sound Designer/Editor)

	 Funding: US Academy of  Motion Picture Arts and Sciences through Ciné Institute (2014: $20,000); 

Locarno Film Festival (2014: $25,000); Canada Council for the Arts, Production Grant (2017: $60,000) 

	 Synopsis: Inspired by southern Haiti’s Vodou and Kanaval cosmologies, and co-written with the entire 

cast and crew, this cinematic fable challenges the boundaries between collaborative ethnography, fiction 
and reverie. The film follows an inquisitive boy named Widley whose life, suspended between mundane 
activities and foreign myths, unfolds away from the turmoil of  an upcoming presidential election. As the 
boy wanders through an evanescent countryside, running errands for his father and paying furtive visits 

https://en.ibidemfilms.org/hegel_s_angel
https://archive.org/details/ciaff-2020-intl-awards-sat.-sept.-5-2020-all-rights-reserved
https://archive.org/details/ciaff-2020-intl-awards-sat.-sept.-5-2020-all-rights-reserved
https://archive.org/details/ciaff-2020-intl-awards-sat.-sept.-5-2020-all-rights-reserved
https://archive.org/details/ciaff-2020-intl-awards-sat.-sept.-5-2020-all-rights-reserved
https://archive.org/details/ciaff-2020-intl-awards-sat.-sept.-5-2020-all-rights-reserved
https://web.archive.org/web/20201008173504/https://diff-bt.com/results/
https://web.archive.org/web/20201021152424/https://www.mostradelcinemagenova.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FLIGHT_Premiazioni.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200826181713/http://iffc.io/experimental.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20191014022537/http://www.collectedvoicesfilmfestival.com/?fbclid=IwAR11RYOMaH592mBiOiAjT0sM-G1jjO35n3TuKXSi0kX2J7NygJ05fL5NTvg
https://web.archive.org/web/20191026203633/http://web.archive.org/screenshot/https://www.facebook.com/qiiff/photos/pcb.307978716750336/308661813348693/?type=3&theater
https://web.archive.org/web/20190529024528/https://www.etowahfilmfestival.com/2019-winners
https://ia601409.us.archive.org/19/items/hegel-s-angel-ayodhya-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Ayodhya%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://archive.org/details/img20190709182840
https://web.archive.org/web/20190708072338/http://abq.mindfieldfilmfest.com/winners.html
https://ia601402.us.archive.org/25/items/hegel-s-angel-karnavati-international-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Karnavati%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20191007232641/https://www.glendaleinternationalfilmfestival.com/giff-2019nominations
https://web.archive.org/web/20190501230436/https://fifflondon.org/fifflondon-december-edition-2018-winners/
https://archive.org/details/coal-city-film-festival-2021-documentaries
https://web.archive.org/web/20201002191430/https://www.mostradelcinemagenova.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FLIGHT_Program.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20200826182415/http://iffc.io/zeitplan.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20201229053949/https://www.oniricafilmfestival.com/film/hegels-angel/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200805122304/https://castellabatefilmfestival.com/blog/
https://web.archive.org/web/20200805191904/https://infiniteperimeter.com/2020/07/16/colorado-activism-film-festival-premieres-online-july-24th/
https://archive.org/details/2020-07-22-com-15-oggi-e-domani-al-pi-ff
https://ia601400.us.archive.org/8/items/hegel-s-angel-festci-mm/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20FESTCiMM.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20191120070139/http://societyforvisualanthropology.org/mediafestival/hegels-angel/
https://ia904705.us.archive.org/17/items/hegel-s-angel-buenos-aires-international-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL@%20Buenos%20Aires%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia601508.us.archive.org/20/items/hegel-s-angel-everest-international-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Everest%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia601503.us.archive.org/35/items/hegel-s-angel-intimalenteintimatelens-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20intimalente:intimatelens%20film%20festival.pdf
https://ia601409.us.archive.org/19/items/hegel-s-angel-ayodhya-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Ayodhya%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://ia601402.us.archive.org/25/items/hegel-s-angel-karnavati-international-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Karnavati%20International%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20191118182314/http://arthousebc.com/evento/9o-festival-internacional-de-cinema-em-balneario-camboriu/
https://ia904700.us.archive.org/1/items/hegel-s-angel-aks-international-minorities-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Aks%20International%20Minorities%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20191014022537/http://www.collectedvoicesfilmfestival.com/?fbclid=IwAR11RYOMaH592mBiOiAjT0sM-G1jjO35n3TuKXSi0kX2J7NygJ05fL5NTvg
https://ia601404.us.archive.org/7/items/hegel-s-angel-benin-city-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL@%20Benin%20City%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20190927010512/https://allevents.in/glendale/screening-of-hegels-angel/200018011482411
https://web.archive.org/web/20191026201739/https://www.wallachiafilmfestival.com/index.php/offcial-competition-awards/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190903165145/https://www.splitfilmfestival.hr/hegels-angel-simone-rapisarda-casanova/
https://web.archive.org/save/http://ceiff19.wixsite.com/festivalceiff/ceiff-selection?fbclid=IwAR0cAk63Fz-gvZwgVUx5nYr-_oJ2ft5MISqlZg1BnlV-tA3v6x1QwTcLYVc
https://ia904703.us.archive.org/24/items/hegel-s-angel-mindfield-film-festival/HEGEL%E2%80%99S%20ANGEL%20@%20Mindfield%20Film%20Festival.pdf
https://web.archive.org/save/https:/www.kadoma-filmfes.com/pages/2992921/page_201906161059
https://web.archive.org/web/20190707024246/http://diff-bt.com/results/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190606000945/https://www.brightonrocks.org/official-selection-2019.html
https://web.archive.org/save/https://qiiff.wordpress.com


	 	 	 Cinergo International Film Festival, Athens, Greece. 25 Jun. 2019

	 	 	 Realtime International Film Festival, Lagos, Nigeria. 24 Jun. 2019

	 	 	 Festival Nouvelles Vues Haïti, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 24 May 2019

	 	 	 Etowah Film Festival, Canton, OH, USA. 25 May 2019

	 	 	 National Black Film Festival, Houston, TX, USA. 4 May 2019

	 	 	 Cannes International Pan-African Film Festival, Cannes, France. 18 Apr. 2019

	 	 	 Tupelo Film Festival, Tupelo, MS, USA. 4 Apr. 2019

	 	 	 Festival de Largos y Cortos de Santiago, Santiago, Chile. 10 Mar. 2019

	 	 	 Darbhanga International Film Festival, Darbhanga, India. 1 Feb. 2019

	 2018	 Falcon International Film Festival, London, UK. Dec. 2018

	 	 	 Franklin International Independent Film Festival, Franklin, TN, USA. 2 Nov. 2018

	 	 	

https://web.archive.org/web/20190625213003/https://allevents.in/glyfada/cinergo-international-film-festival/200017450201302
https://archive.org/download/rtf2019_schedule_for_screening_and_venues_-_updated_-_full/rtf2019_schedule_for_screening_and_venues_-_updated_-_full.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20191223144406/https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search
https://web.archive.org/web/20190508185410/https://www.etowahfilmfestival.com/2019-schedule
https://web.archive.org/web/20190422181405/https://www.prekindle.com/festivalfeature/id/97934110410381037;jsessionid=B9C358285409E0CA615C75CBBAB7E247?0
https://web.archive.org/web/20190422175315/http://fifp.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/FIFP-Programme-2019-Schedule-2019.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20190408032557/http://www.tupelofilmfestival.net/2019-film-festival-film-selections/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190306012010/https://felacos2017.wixsite.com/felacos2/5ta-seccion-oficial
https://web.archive.org/web/20190408031005/http://www.diff.darbhangafilmclub.com/2019.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20190422172221/https://fifflondon.org/fifflondon-december-edition-2018-winners/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190422172805/https://www.fiiff.org/program
https://web.archive.org/web/20181231051706/https://www.docswithoutbordersfilmfest.com/Pages/DWBFFFall2018OfficialSelections.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20181231051324/http://syrfilm.com/2018-schedule.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20181231040528/https://www.thebioscope.in/movie-selection/
https://web.archive.org/web/20191026204112/http://web.archive.org/screenshot/https://scafafest.wixsite.com/sfaaf/official-selection-12
https://web.archive.org/web/20181231050241/http://miamindiefest.com/mindie-monthly-edition-september-2018/
https://web.archive.org/web/20191026202545/https://www.ficocc.com/documentary-feature-18
https://en.ibidemfilms.org/of_shadows
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5116944/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5116944/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5116944/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5116944/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5116944/awards?ref_=tt_awd


https://en.ibidemfilms.org/the_creation_of_meaning
https://www.moma.org/calendar/film/1594
https://www.nga.gov/content/dam/ngaweb/calendar/film/pdfs/2015/ngafilm-2015-fall.pdf
http://www.cineressources.net/ouvrages/resultat_f/index.php?pk=132427&param=F&textfield=La+Creazione+di+significato&rech_type=E&rech_mode=contient&pageF=1&pageP=1&type=FOR&pk_recherche=132427%23
http://collections.cinematheque.qc.ca/recherche/en/oeuvres/fiche/105410-the-creation-of-meaning
https://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/la_creazione_di_significato/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107185716/https://www.aafilmfest.org/single-post/2015/03/29/53RD-AAFF-AWARDS-ANNOUNCED
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107185933/https://www.20minutos.es/noticia/2411518/0/creazione-di-significato-lady-harimaguada-oro-festival-cine-palmas-gran-canaria/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3905022/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3905022/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3905022/awards?ref_=tt_awd


2011	 El árbol de las fresas (The Strawberry Tree, Cuba/Canada, 71 min). Ibidem Films


	 Role: Sole Investigator (Writer/Director/Producer/Cinematographer/Sound Recordist/Editor)


	 Funding:  SSHRC Graduate scholarship (2010: $17,500); Universal Studios Canada (2010: $1,000); Faculty of  
Graduate Studies, York University (2009: $1,500)


	 Synopsis:  Challenging the boundaries between ethnography and avant-garde cinema, this film renders a 
Foucauldian archaeology into a Barthesian “text of  bliss” while capturing the haunting final sigh of  one 
of  Cuba’s last fishing villages.


	

https://en.ibidemfilms.org/the_strawberry_tree
http://www.cineressources.net/ouvrages/resultat_f/index.php?pk=131496&param=F&textfield=Rapisarda+Casanova&rech_type=E&rech_mode=contient&pageF=1&pageP=1&type=PNP&pk_recherche=434531%23
https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/home/record?app=filvidandsou&IdNumber=439416&q=Rapisarda
http://www.ago.net/el-%C3%A1rbol-de-las-fresas-the-strawberry-tree
https://web.archive.org/web/20221219183327/https://www.filmcomment.com/blog/50-best-undistributed-films-of-2012/
http://archive.is/AE9Ew
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107192537/https://www.filmfestivals.com/blog/editor/cine_las_americas_international_film_festival_announced_the_winners_of_the_jury_awards
https://web.archive.org/web/20230107192838/https://miamifilmfestival.com/press/the-29th-annual-miami-international-film-festival-honors-grand-jury-prize-winners-in-ibero-american-documentary-and-short-film-categories-at-awards-night-ceremony/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1990996/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1990996/awards?ref_=tt_awd
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1990996/awards?ref_=tt_awd


RELEASED SHORT FILMS (SELECTED)


2012	 In the Room of  Forgotten Words (experimental fiction, Canada, 5 min)


	 	 Role: Sole Investigator (Writer/Director/Producer/Cinematographer)


	 	 Funding: TIFF/RBC (2011: $500)


	 	 Screenings (selected):

	 	 2012	 TIFF Industry Talent, Toronto International Film Festival, Toronto, Canada


2010	 The Ladybike Experiment (spherical video, Canada, 4 min)


	 	 Role: Sole Investigator (Writer/Director/Producer/Cinematographer)


	 	 Screenings (selected):

	 	 2010	



PUBLICATIONS


2020	

https://revues.ulaval.ca/ojs/index.php/anthropen/article/view/40954
http://www.henrydaniel.ca/contemporary-nomads
https://web.archive.org/web/20220213182252/https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2022/feb/10/with-the-return-of-spiff-it-feels-like-the-local-f/
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/747643
https://web.archive.org/save/https://whitecitycinema.com/2019/10/17/hegels-angel-at-the-collected-voices-film-festival/
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https://issuu.com/thecinematheque/docs/web_guide_jan_feb_2019/8
https://web.archive.org/web/20190721220119/http://imaginativeethnography.org/blog/the-creation-of-meaning-by-simone-rapisarda-a-review-by-cristina-moretti/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190721220550/http://imaginativeethnography.org/blog/conversations-with-unusual-suspects-pacifico-rapisarda-and-elliott-by-lindsey-freeman/
https://web.archive.org/save/https://dohoafx.com/2016/01/cach-chon-quay-sieu-net-tren-may-quay-phim/
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https://variety.com/2015/film/reviews/the-creation-of-meaning-review-1201470912/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57h_WHWvAlo
https://ia904707.us.archive.org/21/items/new-directors-new-films-the-creation-of-meaning-review-charged.fm/New%20Directors:New%20Films%20'The%20Creation%20of%20Meaning'%20Review%20%E2%80%93%20CHARGED.fm.pdf
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHRY1ovEafk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TP2_h9WKPYg
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https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/creation-meaning-la-creazione-di-726995
http://moked.it/unione_informa/140825/PEinternational140825.html
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https://quinlan.it/2014/08/10/la-creazione-di-significato/
https://artechockblog.wordpress.com/2014/08/10/locarno2014_-bonbonbunte-bilder-im-regen/
https://web.archive.org/web/20160710061403/https://lebillet.ch/locarno-2014-jour-4/
http://www.filmtv.it/film/70635/la-creazione-di-significato/recensioni/792860/#rfr:none
https://ia904700.us.archive.org/0/items/festival-del-film-locarno-la-creazione-di-significato/Festival%20del%20film%20Locarno%20-%20La%20creazione%20di%20significato.pdf
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http://www.radiocinema.it/52324/articoli/el-arbol-de-las-fresas
https://pardo.ch/pardo/pardo-live/today-at-festival/2011/CDP-El-arbol-de-las-fresas.html
https://ia904704.us.archive.org/9/items/simone-rapisarda-casanova-open-sea/Simone_Rapisarda_Casanova-Open_Sea.pdf
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CONFERENCE ACTIVITY/PARTICIPATION


2019	 Installation Organizer and Chair (a), Participant (b), Chair (c), Chair (d), Co-Organizer (e). American 
Anthropological Association & Canadian Anthropology Society conference: Changing Climates: 
Struggle, Collaboration and Justice. Vancouver, Canada, Nov. 20-24, 2019.

(a) Installation Organizer and Chair. Experiments in Art and Ethnography: An Installation. An Invitation. Co-

sponsored by the School for the Contemporary Arts at Simon Fraser University and the Centre for 
Imaginative Ethnography. 23 Nov. 2019. A meta-installation showcasing how art, ethnography and 
social justice struggles articulate in work produced by faculty and graduate students in the School 
for the Contemporary Arts. 


(b) Installation Participant. Experiments in Art and Ethnography: An Installation. An Invitation. Co-sponsored 
by the School for the Contemporary Arts at Simon Fraser University and the Centre for 
Imaginative Ethnography. 23 Nov. 2019. A multimodal installation showcasing spherical videos 
created by 24 children in rural British Columbia, participants in the Playing With Worlds film 
project, co-directed by Simone Rapisarda and Dara Culhane.


(c) Installation Chair. Hallucinating Ethnography–A Curated Installation. Sponsored by the Centre for 
Imaginative Ethnography. 22 Nov. 2019. An experimental multimodal installation bringing 
together scholars/artists from North America  for a series of  exhibits, performances, slideshows, 
videos, and papers speaking to lived multisensorial and synaesthetic experiences, and the rich 
complexities of  culturally diverse and politically saturated epistemologies and ontologies. 


(d) Installation Chair. Transforming Methodologies: Embodied Pedagogies–A Curated Installation. Sponsored by the 
Centre for Imaginative Ethnography. 22 Nov. 2019. An installation featuring a group of  seven 
scholars and artists working in Theatre, Anthropology, Visual Arts, Film, Experimental Ethnography, 
English, Dance and diverse interconnections among these, presenting teaching and learning 
implementations of  embodied and affective pedagogies with transdisciplinary student cohorts.


(e) Co-Organizer. “Messenger of  Stories:” A Tribute to Kwakwaka’wakw Filmmaker Barb Cranmer 
(1960-2019)–Special Memorial Screening Event. Sponsored by the Society for Visual Anthropology. 21 
Nov. 2019. A special tribute event with filmmakers, anthropologists, and relatives screening clips of  
Cranmer’s films and offering personal reflections on her important legacy.


2018	 Invited Roundtable Organizer and Chair (a), Presenter (b), and Discussant (c). Canadian Anthropology 
Society & Society for Applied Anthropology conference: Contrapunteo. Universidad de Oriente, 
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, May 15-20, 2018.  

(a) Invited Organizer and Chair. Roundtable on Cinema Arts. 18 May 2018. Roundtable participants 

explored potentialities for common ground among filmmakers, anthropologists, ethnographers, 
and the people we engage with in our work. Invited participants from China, USA, and Canada.


(b) Invited Presenter. Roundtable on Cinema Arts

https://casca-aaa-2019.com/
https://casca-aaa-2019.com/
https://cascacuba.com/
https://cascacuba.com/


DEPARTMENTAL/UNIVERSITY TALKS


Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada


2020-1	 Invited Director’s Talk and Film Screening of  The Strawberry Tree. Graduate Seminar, Department of  	
	 Sociology & Anthropology 


2019-1	 Invited Director’s Talk and Film Screening of  The Strawberry Tree. “Ethnography and Film,  
Transdisciplinary Perspectives”, Spring 2019 Colloquia, Department of  Sociology & Anthropology


2018-3	 Invited Lecturer. “Light Matters”, CA 430 Filmmaking VI, School for the Contemporary Arts


2017-2	 Invited Discussant. “Practice and Research”, roundtable organized and chaired by Ker Wells and and 	
	 Cole Lewis (SFU) for the Canadian Theatre Review edited by Bruce Barton (University of  Calgary)


2017-3	 Invited Director’s Talk and Film Screening of  

/sociology-anthropology/news-events/events/2020/the-strawberry-tree.html
https://archive.org/details/ethnographic_film_transdisciplinary_perspectives/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/ethnographic_film_transdisciplinary_perspectives/mode/1up
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/676983/pdf
https://ia904705.us.archive.org/16/items/cie-unusual-suspects-2017-poster/CIE-UNUSUAL-SUSPECTS-poster.pdf
https://ia904705.us.archive.org/16/items/cie-unusual-suspects-2017-poster/CIE-UNUSUAL-SUSPECTS-poster.pdf
http://en.ibidemfilms.org/S&A-TST-2017.pdf


Instructor of  Record. School of  the Arts, Media, Performance & Design, York University, Toronto, Canada

2015-3	 FILM 3160 Cinematography I


Instructor of  Record. Ciné Institute, Jacmel, Haiti

2013-2014	 Introduction to Aesthetics and Visual Arts

	 Introduction to Audiovisual Language

	 Photography (three sections)

	 Intermediate Cinematography Practicum

	 Advanced Cinematography Practicum

	 Intermediate Filmmaking Practicum

	 Advanced Filmmaking Practicum


Instructor of  Record. Department of  English and Film Studies, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada

2012-1	 	 FS 343D Special Topics in Film Studies: Digital Editing for Online Video Production


TEACHING SUPERVISION


2021-1	 CA 131 Filmmaking I: 1 Graduate Student Teaching Assistant

2020-3	 CA 130 Fundamentals of  Film: 1 Graduate Student Teaching Assistant

2019-1	 CA 131 Filmmaking I: 1 Graduate Student Teaching Assistant


GRADUATE SUPERVISION


2021-2022	 Committee member: Waller, Jeremy. MA in Anthropology

	 	 Project Title: Who’s the White Guy?: Land, Water, and Relational Dis/embodiments on Unceded Coast Salish Territories

	 		 Senior Supervisor: Professor Dara Culhane 

2019-3	 Reader: Negar Ipakchiazimi’s essays for CA 829 Extended Essay course, MA in Contemporary Arts

2016-2018	 Senior Supervisor: Iordache, Irina. MFA in Interdisciplinary Studies

	 	 Project Title: Waves

	 		 Committee member: Professor Judy Radul 

	 		



TEACHING AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AT SFU


2021-2022	 Collaborator. Transforming Methodologies: Experimental Multisensorial Ethnography. Amundsen Fellowship. 	
	 	 Institute for the Study of  Teaching and Learning in the Disciplines (ISTLD)

2021-2	 SFU Respectful Working & Learning Environments Training

2021-1	 FCAT Early Career Research Dialogue, Faculty of  Communication, Art and Technology

2020-3	 Unconscious Bias Workshop, School for the Contemporary Arts

2020-2	 SCA Online Teaching Workshops, School for the Contemporary Arts

2019-3	 Installation Chair. Transforming Methodologies: Embodied Pedagogies–A Curated Installation. Sponsored by the 	
	 	 Centre for Imaginative Ethnography. AAA/CASCA Joint Conference, Vancouver 

2019-1	 Collaborator. Teaching and Learning Sensory Ethnography: Multimodal Pedagogies. Teaching and 	 	
	 	

https://ia904702.us.archive.org/24/items/ethnographic_film_transdisciplinary_perspectives/ColloquiumPoster.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/sca/events---news/events/2019-sca-speaker-series.html
https://events.sfu.ca/event/1873-new-cinema-showcase


http://www.sfu.ca/davidlamcentre/about/people/dlc-members1.html
https://www.cas-sca.ca
http://www.sfu.ca/ips/members/faculty.html
https://www.imaginativeethnography.ca
https://account.gccollab.ca/login-ouverturedesession/
https://pro.festivalscope.com/director/simone-rapisarda-casanova

