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EDUCATION 

2010-2015 Ph.D. (November 2015), Department of English and Centre for Diaspora and 
Transnational Studies, University of Toronto  

2008-2010 M.A. in Literary Studies, National University of Singapore 
1999-2003 B.A. (Honors) magna cum laude in International Relations and Comparative  
  Literature, Brown University  
   

EMPLOYMENT 
2023-current Associate Professor and Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Transnational and 
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2019 Intertidal Polyphonies (intertidal.usask.ca), Digital Research Centre, University of 
Saskatchewan (19 interviews, 1200 photographs, 320 audiovisual field recordings, and 7 
edited short films) 

 
Journal Special Issue 
2023 Wasafiri 116: Southeast Asia and the Littoral (edited special issue with Y. Troeung and 

N.Bahrawi) 
 
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles  
2021 “Field Notes, Fluidities, and Fictional Archives: Transmedial Photography and 

Singapore’s Altered Coastlines. (with Robert Zhao, Juria Toramae, and ila) Special Issue: 
“Trans” Trans Asia Photography Review.  

2021 “Reading the Nonhuman.” in “small, deferred: On Souvankham Thammavongsa’s 
Writing” Ed. Vinh Nguyen. Canadian Literature 241: 128-130.    

2020 “Reading New Asian Tropicalities in Contemporary Singapore.” positions: asia critique 
28.4: 869-904.        

2020 “this land was sea”: The Intimacies and Ruins of Transnational Sand. Infrastructure issue. 
Eds. Jesslyn Abel and Leo Coleman. Verge: Studies in Global Asias 6.2: 167-189. 

2020 “Lost Islands, Future Islands: Reading Wayde Compton’s The Outer Harbour 
Relationally.” Special Issue: Literary Solidarities / Critical Accountability. Eds. Smaro 
Kamboureli and Tania Aguila-Way. University of Toronto Quarterly 89.1:145-162.  

2020 “Circumventing the Archive: The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye and To Singapore, with 
Love.” Verge: Studies in Global Asias 6.1: 58-67.  

2019 “Lost Islands and Saltwater Cities” in “The Minor Transpacific: A Roundtable.” Eds. 
Christine Kim and Helen Leung. BC Studies 198: 22
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2019 “Jewel” [Creative Non-Fiction]. Ed. A. De Leon, “Urban Ephemera” The Town Crier 
 (online) 
2018 “The Sea Decides.” [short story] The Goose: A Journal of Arts, Environment, and 
 Culture in Canada, 17.1 (online) 
2018 “seas move away,” “City Gallery” [poetry]. Oxford, UK/Singapore: 
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2018 “Confabulating the (Post)colonial City: Dung Kai Cheung’s Atlas and Clara Chow’s 
 Dream Storeys.” Talk at City University of Hong Kong, March 16. 
2018 “Lost Islands, Future Islands: Speculative Geographies in Singapore and Vancouver.” 
 TARP Talk at Centre A, Vancouver, Jan 27. 
2017 “Another Space Is Possible? Art Creating Urban Space in Singapore.” The Discerning 
 Citizen’s Manual series, the Substation, Singapore, June 2.  
2017 “Water and Sand: Singapore as Minor Empire.” Minor Empires roundtable. Association 
 of Asian American Studies conference, Portland, Oregon, April. 
2016 “New Singaporean Ecologies.” Singapore/Malaysia as Method roundtable. Modern 
 Language Association Meeting, Austin, TX, Jan 6. 
2015  “Of Supertrees and Flower Domes: Reading Singapore as Global Garden City.” 
 Singapore@50: Reflections on the Local, Global and Postcolonial, NYU Singapore 
 Symposium, New York University, Sept 30. 
2014 “‘It’s paper, paper, maps’: City Maps, Poetic Bodies.” Northrop Frye Public Seminar, 
 University of Toronto, Feb 5. 
 

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY/PARTICIPATION 
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2018  Southeast Asia and its Empires. Modern Language Association Meeting, New York, NY,  
  January. 
2017  Indigeneity and Diaspora in the Canadian City: Critical, Artistic, and Pedagogical  
  Approaches. Mikinaakominis / TransCanadas Literature, Justice, Relation. Toronto, May. 
2017  Fictions of Finance in Postcolonial and Diasporic Asia. Annual Meeting of the Association 
  of Canadian College and University Teachers of English, Ryerson University, Toronto,  
  May. 
2017  Uncharting Boundaries: Southeast Asia and Its Diasporas. Modern Language Association 
  Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, January. (Presidential Theme) 
2016  Singapore: Literature, Narrative, and Articulations of the Public. Modern Language  
  Association Meeting, Austin, TX, January. (Presidential Theme). 
2015  To Singapore, With Love. A post-film panel discussion, University of Toronto, April.  
2014  “From here, West is East”: Trans-Pacific Canadian Literature. Annual Meeting of the  
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2019 Intertidal Polyphonies: Listening Intently to the coastlines of Hong Kong, Singapore, and 
 Vancouver. Intertidal Intimacies. American Comparative Literature Association. 
 Washington, DC, Mar. 
2018 “Excavating Singapore.” Spectral Cities, Western Humanities Alliance Meeting, Calgary, 
 AB, Nov. 
2018 “Take off your shoes. Choose me”: Spatialized Desire in Tania de Rozario’s And the 
 Walls Come Crumbling Down. Women’s Autofiction. Annual Meeting of the Association 
 of Canadian College and University Teachers of English, University of Regina, SK, May. 
2018 Leow, J. and McFarland, A. “Of Water, Sand, Steel, Glass: Urban Ecologies and Literary 
 Polyphonies.” Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association for Commonwealth and 
 Literature Studies, University of Regina, SK, May. 
2018 “Circumventions and Confabulations: The Art of Evading the Singapore Censor” 
 Censorship, Co-optation, and the Authoritarian State. American Comparative Literature 
 Association Meeting, Los Angeles, CA, Mar 29-31. 
2018 “the sea decides”: Singapore as empire. Southeast Asia and its Empires roundtable. 
 Modern Language Association Meeting, New York, NY, Jan 
2017 “Beyond Orientalism: Tropicality in Recent Postcolonial Asian Fiction. Canadian 
 Association for Commonwealth Literature and Studies, Congress, Ryerson University, 
 Toronto, May. 
2017 “Lost Islands: Wayde Compton writes back to Pauline Johnson.” Indigeneity and 
 Diaspora in the Canadian City: Critical, Artistic, and Pedagogical Approaches. 
 Mikinaakominis / TransCanadas Literature, Justice, Relation. Toronto, May. 
2017    “Spatialized Desire and Queer Phenomenologies in Lydia Kwa’s This Place Called 
 Absence and Tania De Rozario’s And the Walls Come Crumbling Down. Singapore’s 
 Speculative Globalities. Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Portland, 
 Oregon, April. 
2017    “Circumventing the Archive: Sonny Liew’s The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chai and Tan 
 Pin Pin’s To Singapore, with Love.” Global Asias 4 Conference, State College, PA, 
 March. 
2017    “The Magical Realist Geographies of Sandi Tan’s The Black Isle” Modern Language 
 Association Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, January. 
2016     “New Asian Tropicalities: Sandi Tan’s The Black Isle and Kevin Kwan’s Crazy Rich 
 Asians.” Association of Asian American Studies Conference, Miami, April. 
2015     “Fictions of Capital: Wealth and the Sinophone Diaspora in Contemporary Anglophone 
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Mabiana Camargo, Ph.D., Committee Member 
 
MA Supervision 
Simon Fraser University 
Shangrila Plaza 
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Primrose, SSHRC Insight Grant (2023-) 
Yiwen Liu, SSHRC Insight Grant (2023-) 
 
University of Saskatchewan 
Megan Solberg, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Connection Grant. May-July 2020 
Shane Farris, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Connection Grant. May-July 2020 
Sarah Ens, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Connection Grant. May-July 2020 
Tea Gerbeza, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Connection Grant. May-July 2020 
Matthew Hetu, Undergraduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Insight Development Grant project. 
 November 2019-April 2020 
Gabriela Juarez Perez, Undergraduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Insight Development Grant 
 project. November-December 2019 
Lizette Gerber, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Insight Development Grant project. May 
 2018-2019 
Allison McFarland, Graduate Research Assistant, SSHRC Insight Development Grant project. 
 October 2017-2019 
 

DEPARTMENTAL/UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
Committee work 
Member, Committee for Refugee Studies Scholar Appointment (Global Asia Program/World 
Literatures), Simon Fraser University, 2023-24 
Member, Writer in Residence Committee, Department of English, Simon Fraser University, 2023- 
Member, Graduate Curriculum Committee, Department of English, Simon Fraser University, 
2023- 
Member, College Planning and Advisory Committee 2.0, College of Arts and Science, University 
of Saskatchewan, Dec 2018-2022 
Chair, Outreach and Engagement Committee, Department of English, University of Saskatchewan, 
2017-21 
Member, Salary Review Committee, Department of English, University of Saskatchewan, Fall 
2019, Fall 2020 
Member, SSHRC College of Reviewers, University of Saskatchewan, 2019-2020  
Member, Subcommittee for Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Literatures Appointment, 
Department of English, University of Saskatchewan, January 2019 to July 2020 
Member, Subcommittee for Indigenous Literatures Appointment, Department of English, 
University of Saskatchewan, November 2018 to February 2019 
Member, Subcommittee for Indigenous Literatures Term Appointment, Department of English, 
University of Saskatchewan, April to May 2018  
Member, Subcommittee for Indigenous Literatures Appointment, Department of English, 
University of Saskatchewan, February to March 2018  
Member, Subcommittee for Creative Writing, Term Appointment, Department of English, 
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University of Saskatchewan, January to February 2017 
Member, SSHRC College of Reviewers, University of Saskatchewan, 2016-17  
Member, Committee on Research, Scholarly and Artistic Work, Department of English, 
University of Saskatchewan, 2016-17 
 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
2024  Adjudicator, Canada Research Chair Tier 2 competition 
2023  Tenure file review, University of Toronto, Scarborough 
2021-
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2014-2015 Frye Doctoral Fellow, Northrop Frye Centre, Victoria College, University of  
  Toronto 

 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/OUTREACH 

2021 Member, Academic Advisory Committee, National Dialogue on Anti-
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