
Education

2023 Ph.D. Urban Planning
University of California, Los Angeles

Dissertation focus: Indigenous peoples; land-use planning; planning 
theory/history; human/political geography
Visiting Researcher: The University of the Ryūkyūs, Research Institute 
for Islands and Sustainability 
Language Training: Inter-University Center for Japanese Language 
Studies

2014 M.A. Planning

University of British Columbia
Specialization:

mailto:diwama@ucla.edu
https://search.proquest.com/openview/928ce41e208374cae215a03872372965/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y&casa_token=elPBeYywDeIAAAAA:Cwz6uBY5R6rcPQ2M3exR3LkfI_GuL9Xz5Ref1BIvkJVZx0Dqok4vGJeiL5XwpmM1zmXShNDATA
https://escholarship.org/content/qt49s9r7tr/qt49s9r7tr.pdf
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2021 Iwama, D, Umemoto, K, Matsuda, K. (2021) Calling Nikkei to Empire: 
Diaspora and Development in Historic Little Tokyo. Journal of Historical 
Geography, 74, 44-55 

* Winner of the Association for Asian American Studies' 2022 
Outstanding Graduate Student Research Article Award (Social 
Science Category)

2021 Iwama, D. (2021). Tides of Dispossession: Property in Militarized Land 
and the Coloniality of Military Base Conversion in Okinawa. Okinawan 
Journal of Island Studies, 2, 93-114.

Policy & Essays

2021 Iwama, D. The Islands Where People Live. Boston Review [re-titled as 
The Battle for Okinawa]

2018 Iwama, D. On the Road to the New Reserve: Considering Canada’s 
Preferred Path to Land Restitution. Yellowhead Institute

2018 [credited] Ong, P. M.; Comandon, A.; Cheng, A.; Gonzalez, S. R. South 
Los Angeles Since the Sixties: Half a Century of Progress?

2013 Iwama, D., Ma, E., Stone, J. Retail Continuity in the Downtown 
Eastside; An Analysis of Present and Future Policies. City of Vancouver 
Downtown Eastside Planning Team 

Book Reviews

2017 Iwama, D. (2017). Imprints: The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
and the City of Chicago. UCLA American Indian Culture and Research 
Journal, 41, 139-182

Teaching

2024 (Spring) Simon Fraser University (Vancouver, British Columbia)

•

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305748821000578
https://u-ryukyu.repo.nii.ac.jp/record/2011393/files/%5B093-114%5D.pdf
https://bostonreview.net/articles/the-battle-for-okinawa/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2018/08/14/on-the-road-to-the-new-reserve-considering-canadas-preferred-path-to-land-restitution/
https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/SLA-since-the-60s.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_l1v4fPK_um3SbeRw-LLlvfWROu-akhd/view?usp=sharing
https://escholarship.org/content/qt6gj269v3/qt6gj269v3.pdf




Daniel Akihiro Iwama Curriculum Vitae 
 

Professional Experience

09/2023-Present Lecturer, Simon Fraser University Dept. of Indigenous Studies 
Burnaby, British Columbia

09/2022-09/2023 Policy Analyst, City of Vancouver 
Vancouver, British Columbia


