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Zhipeng GAO, Ph.D. 

 

 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Simon Fraser University 

Burnaby, Canada 

V5A 1S6     

Email: zgao.phd@gmail.com 

Phone: (001)778-6845168 

https://sites.google.com/view/zhipenggao 

Citizenship: Chinese (Canadian PR) 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 

2019-2021 SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Sociology & Anthropology, Simon 

Fraser University, Burnaby, BC, Canada 

2018 Lecturer, Department of Psychology, York University, Toronto, Canada                   

Graduate Employment 

2010-2018 Teaching assistant, York University 

2018 Research assistant, York University through T. Teo 

2015-2016 Research analyst, Cardiac eHealth and Behavioral Cardiology Research Unit, 

Toronto General Hospital 

2015 Research assistant, York University through K. Bischoping 

2014 Course director, York University 

2010-2011 Research assistant, York University through T. Teo 

Additional Affiliations 

2018 Faculty Associate, York Centre for Asian Research, Toronto, Canada    

EDUCATION 

2018 Doctor of Philosophy  

Historical, Theoretical, and Critical Studies of Psychology, York University 

Dissertation: The Mind of the “New Socialist Student” in the Chinese 

Revolutionary Imagination, 1949–1958 

Committee: Thomas Teo, Alexandra Rutherford, Michael Pettit, Howard Chiang 

External: Aminda Smith 

2018 Graduate Diploma in Asian Studies  

York Centre for Asian Research, Toronto, Canada  

2013 Master of Arts 

Historical, Theoretical, and Critical Studies of Psychology, York University 

2010 Bachelor of Science (Highest Distinction) 

Applied Psychology, Tianjin University of Traditional Chinese Medicine 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 

2019 Certificate of Academic Excellence, Canadian Psychological Association    

2018 Nomination for best dissertation of the year, Department of Psychology, York 

University 

2017 Professor Raymond E. Fancher Award for Excellence in Research in the History 

and Theory of Psychology ($1000), York University 

2015  Sigmund Koch Best Student Paper Award ($300), Society for Theoretical and 

Philosophical Psychology, American Psychological Association 

2015 Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award ($2000), York Centre for Asian Research, 

York University 

2014 Vivienne Poy Asian Research Award ($1500), York Centre for Asian Research, 

York University 

2013 Mary J. Wright Best Student Paper Award, History and Philosophy of Psychology 

Section, Canadian Psychological Association 

2013 Sigmund Koch Best Student Paper Award, $300, International Society for 

Theoretical Psychology 

2012 Mary J. Wright Best Student Paper Award, History and Philosophy of Psychology 

Section, Canadian Psychological Association 

GRANTS & FUNDING 

2019-2021 $90,000, Postdoctoral fellowship, Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada 

2019 $1908, Conference travel fund, York University 

2019 £370, Conference travel grant, workshop “Technologies of Mind and Body in the 

Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc”, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, UK 

2018 $2000, PhD Completion Fund, York University 

2018 $2243, Research assistantship, Liberal Arts and Professional Studies Minor 

Research Grant, (Principal investigator: K. Bischoping, “Year of the sheep versus 

year of the goat: What’s at stake in translating a lunar new year animal’s name”) 

2016 €700, Conference travel grant, workshop “Fraud, fake and make-believe 

transregional and transdisciplinary perspectives”, Goethe-Universität Frankfurt 

am Main, Frankfurt, Germany. 

2016 €850, Conference travel grant, symposium “The politics of memory practices: 

Making the past present in contemporary education”, Georg-Eckert-Institut für 

internationale Schulbuchforschung, Braunschweig, Germany. 

2016 $1300, Graduate Development Fund, Faculty of Graduate Studies, York 

University 

2016 £500, Conference Travel Grant, Arts & Humanities Research Council of UK 

(Principal investigator: H. Chiang & H. Chen, “China and the Human Sciences: 

1600 to the Present”) 

2016 $1000, Fieldwork Cost Fund, Faculty of Graduate Studies, York University 

2015 $4000, Research assistantship, Liberal Arts and Professional Studies Minor 
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2015   $1000, Research Cost Fund, Faculty of Graduate Studies, York University 

2015  $3750, Pierre Elliott Trudeau Fellowship, York University 

2015 £400, Conference Travel Grant, Arts & Humanities Research Council of UK 

(through H. Chiang & H. Chen, “China and the human Sciences: 1600 to the 

present”) 

2014 $1500, Research assistantship, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

of Canada, (Principal investigator: K. Bischoping, “Oral histories of Lei Feng”) 

2014  $1500, Research Cost Fund, York University 

2014  $1500, Fieldwork Cost Fund, York University 

2013  $1050, Research Cost Fund, York University 

2013  $2200, Fieldwork Cost Fund, York University 

2013 $900, Graduate Development Fund, Faculty of Graduate Studies, York University 

2012-2018 $28800, International Tuition Fee Scholarship, York University 

PUBLICATIONS 

Journal Articles (Peer-Reviewed) 

Gao, Z. (Provisional acceptance). All-round development or aptitude development: Individuality 

in socialist China’s pedagogy, 1949-1958. Submitted to History of Education.  

Gao, Z. (In press). From empirical observation to social intervention: The Marxization of 

psychology in China, 1949–1958. Accepted by Review of General Psychology.  

Bischoping, K. & Gao, Z. (In press). “Learn from Lei Feng!”: Generations and practices of 

remembering a Chinese communist hero. In F. Macgilchrist & R. Richtera (Eds.) 

Special issue “The politics and practices of memory media in history education”. 

Historical Encounters. 

Gao, Z. (2019). Forging Marxist psychology in China’s Cold War geopolitics, 1949-1965. In H. 

Y. Wu (Ed.) Special issue “History of psychology and psychiatry in the global 

world”. History of Psychology, online first.  

Gao, Z. & Bischoping, K. (2019). The Communist hero and the April Fool’s joke: A case study 

in the cultural politics of authentication and fakery. In M. Krings, C. Kilian & J. 

Beek (Eds.) Special issue “An anthropology of defrauding and faking”. Social 

Anthropology, early view: 
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