
 

British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, (BC SPCA) 

Provincial Office, 

1245 East 7th Avenue 

Vancouver, BC V5T 1R1 

604-681-7271 

www.spca.bc.ca 

 

Contact:  

Eileen Drever, Senior Officer, Protection and Stakeholders Relations  

edrever@spca.bc.ca  

Tel: 604.709.4670.  

The British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (BC SPCA) is a non-profit 

animal welfare organization, which helped nearly 48,000 animals in need in 2018. The BC SPCA is 

involved in four key areas of animal welfare in the province: (1) protection, which involves 

enhancing animal protection through prevention, collaboration and enforcement; (2) caring for 

animals, which involves public education and support for people facing barriers to providing good 

physical and behavioural care for their animals; (3) creating a new future for animals which 

ensuring care for homeless and abused animals which includes the expansion of outreach services 

to help vulnerable pet owners keep their animals; and (4) strengthening our work for animals by 

inspiring change – which involves research into policy changes that can improve the lives of 

domestic, farm, and wild animals in the province.  

1. In-depth description of the tasks/role to be assigned to the student. What knowledge/skills 

will the student gain through this placement? 
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To give due regard, in dealing with all animal related calls, to: 

¶ Minimize the degree of suffering and reduce the chance of further injury to the animal 

¶ Personal safety as well as the safety of the public. 

To assist the APO in offering assistance to all statutory authorities as requested. 

To take custody of animals that are straying at large, abandoned or apparently ownerless. 

The student will assist the APO carrying out inspections of any establishment where animals are 

kept for sale, hire or entertainment during the normal business hours of those establishments to 

determine if an animal is in distress. 

The student will assist an APO in taking any action necessary to ensure compliance with Federal or 

Provincial legislation or regulations pertaining to the keeping, care or prevention of cruelty to 

animals.  

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Students will learn how to carry out cruelty investigations in an objective, effective and diplomatic 

manner. 

Students will learn to respond to situations using learned knowledge of animal behavior, animal 

handling techniques and proper use of rescue equipment.    

Students will learn how to prepare Notices of Disposition in accordance with the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals Act (PCA Act) and BCSPCA policies. 

Students will learn how to make application to the Justice of the Peace for and may assist in the 

execution of warrants in accordance with the PCA Act, Offence Act and Criminal Code. 

Students will learn how to gather evidence to assist in the proving of elements of an offence 

pursuant to the PCA Act, Criminal Code, and any other legislation or regulation pertaining to the 

prevention of cruelty to animals. 

Students will learn how to prepare a Report to Crown Counsel.



c. CPR or other certification? - No 

d. Is a car required or necessary? –  No  

e. Does the student need any specific skills or knowledge? – Background in animal 

sciences beneficial 

f. Security check? -  Mandatory 

g. Is any training provided by the agency? Yes 

 

3. Is funding available? If so, what allotment? Will the student be responsible for out of 

pocket expenses? Unfortunately, no funding is available, there should not be any out of 

pocket expenses. 

 

4. Placement availability: Maximum 2 placements per term.  

Placements are available to start in May, September, or January.  

Applicants should submit their resumes 


