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An honorary Doctor of Science was conferdathomMI2bb during the Faculty of Health Sciences,
Faculty of Applied Sciences, and Faculty of Gdrmomuiit and Technotmygmony on Thursday,
October 10, 2013.The followimyy.isVebbes Convocation address:

Thank you for inviting me back to Simon Fraser. | can’t say | distinguished myself when | was
here before. | didn’t think 1I'd be back in this capacity.

| followed a somewhat circuitous pathway when | was here back in the 1970s. My father was a
doctor. He worked too hard and | was pretty sure I didn’t want to do what he did. So I came to
SFU to study arts. Well not really arts so much as radical politics, which was what SFU was
known for in the early 70s.

I came and went. Traveled, worked as a laborer. In the midst of my arts education | somehow |
took a biology course. | liked it and became fascinated with biology. 1 still didn’t want to be a
doctor. But | began to think of medicine as practical biology and thought this might hold some
interest for me. However, | apparently didn’t hold much interest for medicine. UBC medical
school turned me down twice. | guess | was a bit unconventional for UBC. But | worked
harder. With 5 years of university and on my third attempt | was accepted into medical school.

I liked the heart. You could hold it in your hand. It moved on its own. It was complicated, but
understandable. A lot of things could go wrong with the heart and you could see that these
things might be corrected. If you could just figure out how. However, | was told there were too
many cardiologists. So | didn’t pursue cardiology. | was on my way to being a neurosurgeon or
orthopedic surgeon. But I found neurosurgery unrewarding and to be honest I just wasn’t that
interested in bones. They didn’t seem alive the same way as the heart did. The heart fascinated
me. | remember a 6AM phone call from the head of cardiology in Toronto telling me I should



come there to study cardiology. 1 still remember the relief knowing that | was going to do what |
really wanted to do.

By this time | was addicted to being a student. Interventional cardiology was the big new thing at
the time. You could actually do things that really worked where you see the benefit. It was
fascinating. But senior people were teaching themselves and there was no room for someone not
already at the top of their field. So | went to San Francisco to do other things. But I really wasn’t



