


I have never believed in a God who was male, white, and elitist. I believe in a God who is 
engaged on the side of life, often with powerless people, in the struggle against the many faces of 
death. And that is my invitation to all of you today. 

When you leave here, most of you will become leaders in the fields of education and health 
sciences. You will have glorious opportunities to work on the side of life: and by that I mean for 
human dignity, for social justice, respect for the earth and all its many forms of life. Be bold and 
courageous in your work. Be principled and ethical. Be compassionate. Take risks, and commit 
yourselves to the difficult triumph of hope.  

There is a poem by Goethe that has always inspired me, and I leave it with you now: 

There is one elementary truth 
the ignorance of which kills countless ideas 
and splendid plans: 
 
that the moment you definitely commit yourself 
then God moves too. 
 
All sorts of things occur to help you 
that would never otherwise have occurred. 
 
A whole stream of events issues from the decision, 
raising in your favour all manner 
of unforeseen incidents and meetings 
and material assistance 
which no one could have dreamt 
would come their way. 
 
Whatever you can do,  
or dream you can, begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. 
Begin it now. 

 


