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Madam Chancellor, it is my honour to present to you Dr. John Maeda, on  

As president of the Rhode Island School of Design, he led the steam initiative to add the letter A, for the 
subject of art, to the STEM acronym representing the national strategic focus on courses in science, technology, 
engineering and math. This initiative exercised his belief that in the 21st century, art and design are 
transformational forces, changing our world just as science and technology did in the last century. 

Dr. Maeda was a professor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) for 12 years and associate director 


