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Mr. Chancellor, the name Lui Passaglia is synonymous with athletic excellence in Canada.  An 
exceptional athlete, gracious sportsman, and inspirational role model, Lui has brought great 
honour to his sport, his community, and his university. 
 
Intimations of Lui's future glory appeared early.  A talented quarterback for Notre Dame High 
School, he came to our university in 1972 and quickly proved himself an outstanding student 
athlete, his quick intelligence and fierce concentration evident on the gridiron and in the 
classroom.  During four seasons with the Clan, he recorded 175 career points and was a two-
time NAIA District 1 and All-Northwest All-Star. 
  
But this was just the beginning of what proved to be an unparalleled career in the Canadian 
Football League.  In 1976, Lui proudly joined the home team, the BC Lions, and for the next 
twenty-five years thrilled fans with his daring play.  Game after game, he lived out the dreams of 
thousands who imagined themselves kicking a winning field goal.  And he did so with all the 
grace, humour and humility of a true sports hero.  Lui broke almost every imaginable career 
punting and field goal record.  He still holds records for most seasons played, most games 
played, and most points scored in a regular season.  He was a CFL All Star four times, and led 
the Lions to Grey Cup wins three times.  
 
Throughout these many years, Lui has remained a man committed to the community.  He has 
extended his hand to thousands of young people, encouraging them to excel.  He has 
maintained close ties with this university through the annual Lui Passaglia/ Dave Cutler SFU 
Football Golf Tournament and the Lui Passaglia Simon Fraser University Athletic Endowment 
Fund.  And he has given generously of his time to numerous organizations such as the Special 
Olympics and the United Way.  
 
Lui Passaglia has received many honours, including our own Alumni Achievement Award and 
the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal.  He is an inductee of the Canadian Football Hall 
of Fame, the BC Sports Hall of Fame, and the Simon Fraser University Sports Hall of Fame.  
Today, we once again pay proud tribute to a great athlete, one whose love of the game and of 
the community have made British Columbia a better place for all. 
 
Mr. Chancellor, on behalf of the Senate of this university, I ask that you confer upon Mr. Lui 


