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Madam Chancellor, how to introduce a visual artist in words? Perhaps best to begin with the
artist's own words—hung high on the wall during a recent exhibition at Vancouver’'s Centre A
gallery and declaring in bold red neon: Art is the public good This is the cri de coeur of Zainub
Verjee, a trailblazing SFU alumna who, for the past 40 years, has straddled the worlds of art,
policy and diplomacy to build an international reputation as an artist, writer, critic and public
intellectual.

Born in Nairobi and educated in England, Ms. Verjee arrived in Vancouver in the 1970s to study
Business Administration and Economics at SFU. Energized by the transformational power of arts
and culture, she explored new aesthetics, forged new alliances of women and labour, and
embedded racial equity into her evolving discourse and practice.

Now a Senior Fellow of Massey College and a McLaughlin College Fellow, Ms. Verjee’s



