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Madam Chancellor, as we come together today from all across the world, I take special delight in 
presenting to you Mr. Victor Hayes, a European engineer who played an important role in helping to 
make this kind of virtual gathering even possible.  

Born in 1941, Mr. Hayes migrated from Indonesia to the Netherlands with his family at the age of nine. 
At 20, he earned his Bachelor of Engineering from HTS Amsterdam, and—after completing national 
service in the Dutch Air Force—began a long and illustrious career in data communications.  

In 1990, Mr. Hayes co-founded the prosaically named Standards Working Group IEEE (Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics) 802.11. Now, you may think you’re unfamiliar with this group, but if you’re 
viewing today’s ceremony on a device that uses wi-fi, you are benefitting directly from their work with 
wireless Local Area Networks—integral to the creation and success of today’s wi-fi. Mr. Hayes chaired 
the group until 2000—a tenure that launched global wireless networking standards and ultimately 
enabled people around the world to access the internet regardless of time or location.  

Mr. Hayes personifies SFU’s commitment to discovery, diversity and dialogue. His efforts and 
leadership have certainly helped scholars—and the vast teams that support them—to engage with the 
global community, and to access rich databases for their research. Recognizing the power of information 
technology to create a more robust and ethical society, he remains a tireless advocate for the need to 
improve systems infrastructure and wireless connections.  

The co-author of The Innovation Journey of Wi-Fi: The Road Toward Global Success, he is highly lauded for 
his work in the standards and regulatory sphere. His multiple honours include the Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers Leadership Award, The Economist magazine’s Innovation Award, two Wi-Fi 
Alliance Leadership Awards, the Vosko Trophy, and induction into several technology-related Halls of 
Fame. 

Madam Chancellor, Victor Hayes has left an indelible mark on the way our world communicates and 
connects. For his profound contributions to engineering science and global connectivity, I ask that you 
now confer upon him—across the ether!—the degree of Doctor of Science, honoris causa. 

 


