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The degree of Doctorlodiws honoris causa, was conferred on Burjehan Mawaniduring the

Faculty ofArts and Social Sciences ceremonydednesdayOctobel6, 2021. The following is
Dr. Mawani's Convocation address:

Elder Syexwaliya, Chancellor Vrooman, President Johnson, SFU Senators, honoured
guests and above all, the graduands and your families:

I’'m honoured to have the opportunity to speak to you from SFU Burnaby, located on the
traditional unceded territories of the S kwxw U 7mesh, sdilw sta?t, x¥mabkwsy'sm and
kwik waAam



by the education and experience you have gained at S-U which is founded on the



One, practice intellectual humility. Be willing to listen actively to diverse narratives so
that you can more meaningfully respond to the challenges that you will need to deal
with.

Two, don't turn away from injustice ; don’t be silent — you are not powerless. You can
find creative ways to use your agency. At times, this in itself may not be enough, and
you will require to create and mobiliz e networks. It is crucial that your networks are not
transactional but that they are based on trust and integrity. | can assure you that this will
make all the difference.

Three, step outside your comfort zone; be bold; take risks; embrace discomfort to be a
disrupter for positive change.

You graduates are at a threshold moment and | am so excited to see how you use your



